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PREFACE. 



Ae-teb the world has beeo oppressed 
with 80 luaay volumes on the subject 
of cburcb>government, and after such 
di^ust has be^n manifested by maay, 
cm account of the endless controversies 
in which the subject is involved, it would 
be almost hopeless to expect any consir 
derable share of atteotiou to the con- 
tents of the following pages. Feeling, 
however, a deep interest in the subject, 
I have studied it with some care, aud I 
trust with humility and impartiality, as 
a practical concern of great moment to 
a minister of the gospel. Having b^n 
cfaos^i to^^pare an essay oathe topic 
now presented to the public, to be read 

5(\A0. (REC4P, *" 
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at the annual meeting of a onmerous and 
respectable association of ministers ; and 
the sentiments of the essay meeting with 
the approbation of most present, (though 
questiooed by others, whom I highly 
esteem and love,) I was requested by 
many individuals to give them the es> 
say in a more permanent form. 

I beg to apologize to those brethren 
for the delay of the publication. It has 
arisen, they may b« assured, from no 
want of r^ard to their ui^ent request, 
but from a multitude of engagements, 
and from a wish to examine some points, 
here treated of, with more care than ray 
leisure allowed during the composi- 
tion. 

I think it due to those who at first 
took an interest in the sentiments here 
maintained, to state, that the additions 
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they may meet with, relate chiefly to 
the distinction which originally obtained 
between the Gongregationalist and the 
Independent, — a distinction which seems 
to exist among ourselves to this day. 

The subject of ministerial authority, I 
have also briefly inquired into, under the 
third chapter. 

Another point more particularly at- 
tended to, is, that of ruling elders. The 
more I read and think on the subject, 
the more am I CMtvinced of the juslness 
of the position, that the term elder is a 
gmeric term, and that bishop and dea- 
con are the species. Hence, I con- 
clude, that there were originally but 
those two permanent officers in the 
church of Christ. 

I have, finally, considered more 
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cloa^ the c<»iDiuiuan ot oborcfaes,— i-a 
point maintmned tfaeon^cally by many^ 
who are either unable to carry theii: 
views into eflbct, or who, if able, an 
restrained by jealousy aod fear. 

Nothing shoald a good man aka at so 
nuich a» the consolidation and the pu- 
rity, the harmony, and the increase, of 
the churches of Christ. Distiact from 
any pady or sectarian feelings, such, I 
trust, has been my aim, though with iarn'o. 
short of that comprehension of mind, 
which the great subject demands. 

Hitchin. Htrtt, 
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A 

COMPARATIVE VIEW, 

CHAPTER 1. 
INTRODUCTION. 



An opinion has, of late yean, began to pre- 
▼ail, that Christ ini^tated no one particnlar 
form of polity for his church on earth, bnt that 
he left it open to expediency, to settle snch a 
fonn, as shall best snit the particnlar ^vem- 
nent, manners, and prejudices, of the conn- 
try into vhich the ^spel is introdaced. Snch 
vas the opinion of the acnte and impartial 
Campbell. After taking mnoh pains, and 
establishing on satisfactory evidence, from 
•criptare, and the apostolical fathers, that the- 
primitive form of chnrch-govemment waa not 
gfitct^, in the common eocleaiestioal sense, 
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he conclades his inquiry, by saying ; " It will 
be observed, by Hje jadicions and the candid, 
that what has been adwnced, does not affect 
the lawfulness, or eyen, in certain oircnm- 
staqoff^ 4iqr exfuB^mv/i of ifa«i epijaco^al 
model ; it only exposes the arrogance of pre" 
tending to ajtu diviiuoHi I am satisfied, that 
no form of polity can plead snch an exclnsive 
charter, as that phnuej^ ifr its present accepta- 
tion, is understood to imply. The claim is 
clearly the ofTspriig. of seetoiidn bigotry and 
ignorance. In regard to those politics which 
obtain at pfssent ib tiio'dHIigrent CKristian sects, 
I own, ingenuoaslyr ft at t -fc n ve not fonnd one 
of all that I hawr wuMMMd^ which can be 
said perfectly' to coincide with the model of 
the apostolical churcE. Some, indeed, are 
nearer, andspme are more remote; bnt tUi 
wet may say, with fi-tiedom, tiiat if « {^ticalw^ 
form of polity bad been esseniiaL to the ttborcb^ 
it had been laid down in another manner in itha 
sacred books. The very. hypothesis. in, in mji 
opinion, repugnant to the spiritual natnte of 
the evangelical economy. It savonrs gfoasly. 
of the conceit with which the JTews were intoxi- 
cated of the Messiah'!! secntar kingdom, — m, 
conceit vitb which many like-minded. Chris- 
tiana are intoxicated «till."* 

If, then, the whole affair. o£ charcb-govern- 

• Ecdtt.lQit„Li(c4.4v. ■: ,. 
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nfent is tha coraniitted to tte wisdom or tirt' 
iBeUnatiDns of men; vtet ocobsjob for tJie' 
lavwed Ddotsr sttd stbera, to laliottr sti b«ri* 
to prove yh&t^ tr« aitMtoIto and prittitiref 
When it is nade oat in the fflost satisfactor; 
maoDer, we are, after all, at liberty vbetfacr 
we will follow it or not! — a doetrioe pregnsnt 
wfth the most iiyoriDDS practical consequences ! 
Sai«ly tiba Redeemer; s^ter's^eddin^fafs blood' 
for fli0 choroh, has not abandoned it to every* 
wind of opiufoB or oaprioet' S#ely the iitt- 
portent cofloeni of iWgtilating: the worship and 
thfl mannen of Christians, is not left t<t' 
dianoe.' We eaaaot aopposd tke RedBAner' 
Mlifitreot wimther his kiBgdmn' be worldly oK 
spiritual, corrnpt or pore ! 

Sedietbittg, it fa admitted, mast be left to 
eUptdiemcg- But, to provide ag«tnst these exi- 
gencies, general rales tae given, which, aft«V' 
tdl, oiiut be die test of every prArisiooat ordi-' 
nanosi' " Iiet all tioags," says the apestle,: 
" be- d«ie deocmtly; aad in ordw." " Let t& 
tkings'be done to edifying."* 

Bat, that the apostles regarded no one toder' 
in the eataUisliDimt of tiie Christian chnroh, is 
neither probable^ i' priori; nor trae, in fecf.' 
Pan) says to the Coriotiiiaas, " Timodiy shall - 
bring' yoQ iato reUembraace of- aiy ways wUeb ' 
be in Christ Jeans, as I teach every wh«« in 
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every cborch :"* and again, " Solordain id all 
tbe ohiirclieB."t.," If any man se«m to foe coa- 
tentioiu, we have no Badi ciutomt" (referdng 
to the praotioe of womra e}^earing with their - 
heads nncoTered,) "neither the cJaireha of 

• It appears certain, therefore, that, in the 
beginnings, some particular form of ohnroh- 
government was settled, which had dte sanc- 
tion of the jtu divmum : and, though the logi- 
cal exhibitdon of this form is sot gi?ea u in 
the New Testament, any more than " the fonn 
of sound words," wbich was delivered by 
the f^ade to Timothy ; yet we may be as- 
sured that boih are thwe, in sabttance, aad in 
every vital point. 

Not that it is impotuble to hold the tradi- 
tioos of the primitive church with good wiH 
and forbearance to others, who may not " see 
eye to eye" with as. That popish, dogmatical 
pretensitm to infollibility, which lays claim to 
exclusive wisdom, and knowledge, and autho- 
rity, both in faith and discipline, the genuine. 
diifiiple of Christ will avoid and abhor. While 
we firmly bdieve we have the jmm diviHum on 
our side, if we possess the Spirit of Christ, we' 
shall, " in meekness, instruct them fltat oppose 
themselves," raAw (has " call down fira" upon 
them frem heaven. 

•1 Cor. IT. IT. tlC«r. tU.17. flCM.xi. 1*. 
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Granting;, too, that there is an eslablished 
order of charch-gOTernment laid, down in the 
scripture, we shall not, with some, treat the 
aabject with levity, ag one of small importtince, 
compared with the discovery of the way of sal- 
vation. If that is the thing of greatest moment 
in the scriptures, this is next in importancs. 
If the laws and government of a single nation 
are objects of the greatest interest to mankind,' 
■hall that kingdom and that government, which 
embrace the whole world, and relate to every 
human being, be treated with indifference T 
The first thing, nndonbtedly, is, separation 
from the ungodly world, as the adopted chil- 
dren of God ; and the next thing is,' how we 
are to live together in charch-fellowship, when 
thus separated,* 

■ We inbieribe, tbenrore, to tbe landment of Dnpio ob 
this Hibject, when be ■aya : "U o'eit done pu inatile, oMUiie 
<|oelqMi-Biit K le Mint iinajpuf, de ■'■ppliqncr i la rtcber* 
die de U diicipUne de rmncienne egliie ; an contnire 
- c'eit one £tade de trei-Kraiid ntillif , et trei-iieceuaire * nn 
thealoglea.' And I canaot forbear, aUo, tnuucribing ■ pat- 
Mge in point, fram a mOTB recent aatlior, tbe Rev. Hi* 
Careon, Id Ui aniwer to Hr. Browo, on Preibjtery . ''Many ," 
■a;* be, " treat the qneation of clmrcb-gotemmeiit, aa qalte 
iutignticant. I am penaaded that it ii of Terj great inb 
portance. For, until it be fally nndentood, there cannot 
b« any cordial and enllgbtened noion ud co-operation 
among Chriitiani; and tbe world nill be itumbled by the 
■niltilade of sects and denominationi. Ditidoii anton( 
Clirittiant eertainlj mnitt be linfnl. It i*, then, mreiy no 
S3 



MN Google 



Tbe discasaioB of this subject, with • tou- 
p«nite and humble miiul, free from the SfHiit 
of a partisan, will not be injwioas to us as in- 
dividuals, nor do harm to the great cause to 
Srhioh we are attached. Whether it nAy do 
all that good, in the present instance, which is 
desired and intended, is known onl^ to Him 
yfho knoweth all things. Whatever way bie 
the fate of the attempt, to draw Chti^tiaiis to- 
^thejr into " the same mind and the sanie 
jadgment," so far as that is possible in the pie- 
sent st^te, has ever been the aim of wise twd 
good men. Many ireoical treatises have been 
w^tten, and several attempts have been ntade 
towards an extensive oomprebensi^n of go^ 
men of different jndgmeats in reiigiqifs maUjers { 
most of which, alas ! have failed. " Tbe time 
to favour Sion" was not come. Certain symp- 
tomatic raovmnents, however, have appeared 
of late years, and eren of recent date, from 
which we would fain angor sooie happier 
result- 

The fHTinoipal forms of cfaarch-govemment 
«hich have obtained, are the Episcopal, the 
Presbyterian, and tbe Independent: or, in 
other words, the monarct^cal, the ariatocratioal. 



udeM inqalry to teek where thh tin llei. Let ui Iban 
diicBM this inbjecl u largely — tbe intiject demaDdi." 
ti» Letter x. pi|e SSS. 
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as proper, toeMWMillwMlatiiMUof aaobMid 
all of these forma to one sDOther, as of two 
anljf. fiiit, as it is evident our aim is aDion 
and consolidation, we confess it to be oar opi- 
nion, founded on Justory^ !U ireU as thqary, 
that a union of all the three forma, appears to 
US as hopeless -as it wonid 'be mtscriplural. An 
aristoQtacj and a deinocf#cy natfucaUy^gipacb- 
nearer to one another than to a monaccbj;, 
and are likely to be amicably united, sooner 
than a monarchy is with either. 

In the kingdom of Christ, there is but one 
monarch, and that is Christ himself. " One is 
oar Master and Iiord, even Christ ;" and bis 
ministers are not monarcbs, bat brethren. An 
episcopacy (according to the osnal acceptation 
of the term) being in its own nature monarchi- 
cal, we rtgect it, m timine, as irrelevant to the 
present diacusaion. 

We proceed, therefore, immediately to the . 
point in hand. Amidst bo great a raoge of 
particniars as the subject aSbrde, we have se- 

* By ipplying the noii daaecrutual lotbe Independetit 
form of ebDTch-gevernmeiit, I noold not, on any accoant, 
be onderMood to implicate Ibeir riewi of civil govenunent. 
The penoiM who may lee io the scriptures a democracy as 
to tbe goveromeDt of the chuTch of Chriit may be, and 
aadonbtedly are, attached to a mixed government Id aflwrt 
of stale. I ahould hope, therefore, no conslmction will be ' 
pat OD the term Ihu aied, dlffereot from what is meaot. 
B 4 
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leoted the following^ , u embrecing the |>riiiGi{Mil 
■utters needful to be considered. 

I. The general constitation of the Charch of 

ChriBt. 

II. Admission of members. 

III. The officers of the Church. 

IV. The rdatioD of the Charcbes to each 
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CHAPTEK 11. 



On the general constitution of the Church 
o/ Christ. 

Phbsbytery, it may be observed, is not 
uecessariLy associated with an esUblishment ; 
thoDgh it raast be coafessod it is very closely 
dlled to the civil power. Many Fresbyteriaos, 
it is well known, carry on their form of govern- 
ment withoat the interposition of the magis- 
trate. In fairness, thorrfore, we oaght to take 
onestablished Presbytery as the standard of 
comparison. With High-Chnrch Presbytery, 
we can have as little to do as with Episcopacy : 
the pretensions of both are. so arrogant, that all 
accommodation is hopeless. Those topogra- 
phical ideas of ^e charoh of Christ, enter- 
tained by many Presbyterians in common with 
Episcopalians, are so repagnant to tbe views 
. of its natnre and character given in the scrip- 
tures; they are ao worldly and anspiritaal, that 
he who forms his views of the Christian church 
from scripture alone, sees, in so earthly a sys- 
tem, the sobversien of all that is sacred, and 

Bfi 
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pecaliw, and select in the christiRo character ; 
and the confiued nuxtore of faith with-^nbe- 
lief, hypocrisy with smcerity, purity with cor- 
mptioD, sin with holiness, so us almost to de- 
■troy all distinction between them. In short, 
it seems an invention in meditated opposition 
to that declaration of onr Lord ; " My kingdom 
is not of this woi4d." 

Both Presbytery and Independency sprang 
from Puritanism ; t. e. from an effort, after a 
long night of darknew and ooox^tiqo, to re- 
store the flhorch qf Christ to its origiital fw^ 
and Inslre. CalriOi aod iK>ios> fuul Ames, wnd 
Rrowp, 1^1 had the sanie thiiig in viery, — (o re* 
^re the chorch to greater purity of chw^txter. 
^ey differed sof^ewhiit in thp e^teift to iyhi«h 
the pari6cation sbaal^ gfi, as ^^ a* the n^tttre 
And limits of that aathoiitiy by which ft shoi^d 
)>e ^EeoM. . Ifl the nohle eP^rts of the Sr^ 
lind^eRdeats). tti ««Bt off all lordly uorpaticw 
Qtta: cousoienoe, they ^eeta, as is geifegaUy tt^e 
ffiute in revolutions, to have gw^ tP a> exlrf|i|u>, 
and to havemaintaiped pUooiples, which t^inA 
mooh to the dissoeiatng of tl^ ohq^cttaf of 
Christ. An ap*^gy, however, mfiyhe f9iu^ 
is the barrassings and troaUos to which their 
prinoiplea exposed then. It was a first eSort 
to break the iron yohg. {f thwe was apy tj^iag 
achianaticsi in their {ffii^^iples or tfaeir pnic- 
tioe, it sfaonkl chacttdily b« attiiMed, i» m/ta,j 
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«aae^ nw» ,t« Omr tUjtnmsUnacent ibm t» their 
incliBations, E«perie|ice. bqwever, wtttur«ii 
thdir vievs on the subject of charcfa-govent'- 
Qent. It iras a new atsdf : Bome behel^j one 
'featar«iB astrpngiight; the contetoplatijOP vjT 
^iiwm Tfts direoted to fpotjier, Tbe *tady waf 
cwriod on jQ . tianbloiu tiines, wifavparoble tv 
8 coDffiUdation of ^oioaaiBd. nf iti^«At> 
Heme, those attei«pts vbivh w«re oi^9»«MDa]l7 
made to effect wwuii proved abortiv«. - 

From the original Pai^a^x,; tbre« dwup 
«rp»e, ftpiMosunatiiig, in thfir Tienr^ of tbff 
vhnrflb of CbrUt. in awny poiiito; yet mwo- 
tviw>'g ii°<^ dUtiiiftuiiis, «fi proved s^Gcii^t 
to charactfiTue tbeu all. These classes vere 
4enQmvifi|tQd the pce^byteiia^, the Cougreg^- 
^ofial, and tb^ ladcpendeBbt. The,f|i^i6c <)jf-. 
fereqce of the Pre^Jtytenan polity conaiited, 
pf?nt^ip»}lyj ia tb« dcp^deu^cA of all the 
chnrcfres o( » give^ distdot oo a Court of Oe- 
If^irtef, owmwwd of oaiBwltQi's md rolii^ el- 
d^R^ «nd ihia^edi in all their deoiai^oDi, tiythe 
Wtitf^ty »f ti* «i»il magj^tt^e, DitMu^trj-., 
caUy iDppoaed to .tb«ie, atood tbe Browmsts, ox 
strict Independents, who insisted on tbe pri- 
mitive independence of tbe churches ; «id seem 
to have been opposed to the union of charches, 
9iul the authority of die wiDifltjeta. The Congie-. 
gttfrialiata took a ^ddte path, and .-aiHiteadcKk 
tor the close mien and depmdenee of dmrcbes, 
B 6 
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UioDgh not foaaded on the natanl authmty of 
die chnrohes, or the ministers over one auo- 
ther. 

The Congregationalists were originally term- 
ed Independents : bnt this designation they 
reuonnced;* and, by that set, distingaisbsd 
themselves from Independents; — tfaoiigfa the 
cnstom of speech has generally confounded the 
two designations. Robinson, from whose vrork 
intituled, " Apologia pro Exnlibns Anglls, qui 
Brovnistn vnlgo appeHantnr," published at 
Leydeo in 1619, the name of Tndependent, pro- 
bably, took its rise, vas at first a rigid Inde- 
pendent or Brownist: in later life, however, 
he became a Congregationalist j and seems to 
have impressed his views on the chnrch at Ley- 
den so (treaty, that, on the emi^ution of a 
considerable part of the chnrch to New Eng- 
land, the character of the Congregationalist, as 
distinguished from the Brownist or strict Inde- 
pendent, became more accnratd; defined thm 
even in Great Britain. Hence in the histoiy 
of New Enghmd, we find freqnent allusions to 
the distinction between Presbytcnan, Congre- 

* The Independfaiti pabUdj auDned lliit name, Mjn 
HOThriin, in 1644, b; their *■ Apology." But manj Kdi- 
lioas penoni aTaUmi; tbemielTca of the title, the tnie Inde- 
penctenti renonnced M» title, and sabttitated aitofber leM 
•dbHM, ealUng theaiciTei CMvrct«H«Mi Bnthrtn, nd (Mr 

i. Kl. 
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{^tioualis^ and Independent. The New Eng- 
land chorches were professedly Con^egational, 
as distinct from the other two. In their plat- 
fonn of ohoroh-discipline, pablished 1649, they 
deolaTe their sense of the g;eneral nature of 
die church of Chrifft in these terms : (See Book 
r. chap. ii. {. 5;) " He slate of the members of 
the militant visible chnrcb, walking in order, 
was either before the law, ceconomical, that is, 
Jn families; or, nnder the law, national, or, 
since the coming of Christ, only Congrega- 
tional. (The term Imkpendeni, we approve 
not.) Therefore neither national, provincial, 
nor classical." Cotton Mather, in his history of 
New England, describing the views of Eliot on 
charch-discipNne, as those which he and his 
brethren highly approved, says ; " He looked 
npon the Congregational way, as a la^ess of 
divine boflnty, bestowed by the ljot4 Jeena 
Christ oq his people that followed him into this 
wilderness, with a peculiar zeal for commnnion 
with him in his pnre worship here. He per- 
ceived in it a sweet sort of temperament, be- 
tween rigid Preshyterianigm, and levelling 
Browmm; so that, on the one side, the liber- 
ties of the people are not oppressed and over- 
Jaid; on the other side,. the authority of the 
elders is not rendered insignificant, bat a due 
balance is herein kept upon both ; and hence, 
he closed with out platform of church disciplint, 
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9* hw^g the nparest «f «b»it lie l|«d fVt hmp. 
t9 tbf directiofif «f bmixvi-" (See Bfw^ ui. 
pwt ii. Mt, 5.) 

Ib Dr. ^ohn Ow.^, W9 h^ve w «fliv«nt in* 
■taoce and specimeo of the dutuutMip vliii^ 
existed in England, betw/ee« the pngiml I&d»- 
pendents and the Cci^regvtioBjili^. Bj ?p<ne 
he is coDsidered a non-deicript,— nsiUier Pres- 
byterian nor Indepeqdent; thoqgh leaving uitr* 
to the Independent than the other. Bnt tbia 
contest retpecting the denominatiop to vhi^h 
lie in sentiment actually belonged, mag be 
closed, by astignivg him to the Congragation<- 
alists. From a rresbyteiian. he becajpe «. 
Congr^r^tionaljat, and npver admitt^ t)ia 1«- 
yeHin(f and democratical views oi the 3rovn- 
Ut3, or strict and original ladependents.. 

By tlie year 165S, a«ch a knowledge vf the 
sufa^t of «h,nich-po)ity obtained, that tlwM 
ohnrches, which, by their Tepresent^ves, met 
in Synod at the Savoy, in that year, could 
with ea»0 make a common declaration of tbeir 
Cfmgregafiaitaiut priocipUs ; and tfae^e werSn 
tn the wain, the same with thoee of New Eaf- 
kmd. The Savoy decLaraUon atndionsly avoids 
tbe appellation of IndtpendeBU, which had for- 
merly been the designation of those who wer» 
paities to it;— Uffty, as we shaU hereafter qnota, 
gave a public testimony against the disaociatioa 
of their chttrches in former yet^g. Ky tIU« act 



^ey ao^if itiad a new ohan^cter. and appewre^ 
\a mpro visible aaion irith tbe Conere^tioft* 
alists ;>f JHeyr £|if$laikd j with whom, indeed, 
tiiey kept op a friendly coDBexion. 

Id onr own day, some, both in North aod 
South Britain, apparently wiah to maint^a the 
ftri^a) stdctoees of Independency ; whiie 
(tthers, professedly of the same denomiaatton, 
approach nearer to Presbytery. A coq^iction 
has settled on the minds of many, tjiat minis- 
ters and chorches are too insnlated ; and, with- 
out finy definite ideas of the alteration wanted, 
to meet the erils actaally existiifg, they com- 
plain, and go on without coming to any deci- 
sion. Tbe full and strict method of represent- 
aiivf government of the Presbyterians, they 
cannot go into ; probably because they see 
that too much is assumed over the liberty of 
the brethren. 9oi (be ministers of partioular 
churches. Yet, something of the nature of 
Presbytery, without its uuscriptural assumpw 
tions, they would wish to see more generally 
prevailing. 

To sncb, the general* views of Congrtga- 



* I ny, their gment f iewi ; bccaoae in Mine p«tata, tix, 
Sjued*, Coancili, Ibe power of tlie Magbtrale, Sec. m% 
nuy not tblnlc imne CoagregatiaBtiihb bare adhtred m 
ttrictljr to tUe New Teitament, ■nd the ipliitaality of lb* 
chsTch of Chrttt, B» they ought to hiTO done. 
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iMMofiri't » distingoiElied from the Indepead- 
eots, seem to oGTer all that is desired. By them 
a middle coane is steered, between the aris- 
tocracy of the Presbyterian, and the democracy 
of the Independent:* or rather, there is such 
a balance of the two, properly acljnsted to each 
other, as, perhaps, taken in connexion with 
the sole and supreme monarchy of the Lord 
Jesiu Christ, forms the perfect constitution of 
his charch on earth. The Congregational sys- 
tem admits the full competency of each parti- 
oalar charch to manage its own affairs, and in- 
fringes not npon individual liberty; — this is the 
main point of Independency : but it goes far- 
ther, and acknowledges a local association of 
elders and brethren, for the purpose of watch* 
fal care and superintendence, — an association, 
KOt founded in authority to enforce its decrees, 
but, in neighbourly and brotherly .good will aod 
affection, to advise, to warn, to comfort, to as- 

* " Some," Mjt Dr. Owen, " woald htve >I1 Christiui 
Wt be tdmMt minliten, othen, none bnt mioiitan to be 
Oocfi Clers7 : tbaaewoBMgiTetbe people tbekeyi;—theK 
aMthem tolock themont oftbe chnrch. The one ucribing 
to them, primarily, all eccleaiaiticil power for the rnltDf of 
the coDgr^ation ;— the other mbriilpng them of the perfbrm- 
■Bce of t^rilnal dutiet, for the bnildtng of their own unit. 
Ai If there were no habitable earth between the nlley,— I 
had alm*»l ndd, the pit of democratieal confoueii, and the 
preclpitoot n>«k of hierarchical tjraony.'' 

Kcvlew of 5chi»m, p. IS. in Onue'iUfeof Owen. 
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lilt, u the circninttaiiceB of the charches may 
raqnire. Tbis aObrds all the lawful adfan- 
tag» of Presbytery, vithoat its ofieniive 
power. 

Snob a systeiD, primA Jade, seems calca- 
lated, ander a divine blessing, to promote and 
secore the parity, the peace, and the prospe- 
rity of the chnrcb of Christ. 

lie further development of its natnre, toge- 
ther with the authority of scriptore on which 
it rests, will be considered in the last chapter. 
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jCHAPTEB III. 



1. Of whom is the Chnrch coju^sed ? 

In laying so mnch stress on parity of cha- 
racter, and in requiring satisfactorjr evidence of 
" repentance towards God, and failb in onr 
Lord Jesus Christ," the Independents seem to 
derive their views from Scriptore. The New - 
Testament always represents the members of 
the Christian charch, as " saints," or " faith- 
fnl brethren," or" regenerated," or as " passed 
from death onto life." They are " called to be 
saints," and, " whom God has called, them he 
also has sanctified ;" &c. &c. Every one snrely 
most be impressed with the conviction, that the 
main intentioD of scriptnre, is, to mark out 
those who are to compose the charch of God, 
as characters quite distinct and separate from 
the men of the world. 

Presbyterians, it is to be feared, too generally 
content themselves with superficial and inade- 
qaate proofs of Hie formation of the christian 



i,GtHl«^lc 



19 

ehsmuoter. Jgenoe tjte finv4^ tmnXtrkj of 
tfaeir members, and of too nmy «f ^hflir jniaift- 
larp. Ibfaot, ,it Apfeatf, tb^, by. t^miltfng a 
cold md tiieavlative belief of tbe d^etriMI (^ 
CbriAtionity, w evidence. saffioieid for otiarcb'' 
f^Lowsbip, botb miniiit«rs wid dtHrdt-meBir 
Iwrs 'b»ve beM» too befftently, bltcfled viA 
tbe nnjfodly world. "Die evil Kqan^ to wiw 
oat of tbe system; for, anoQg the«i> the obor 
meter of a charcb'member is determined ohtef- 
ly, if not entirely, by a minister pf .-a aWftegMr 
tioD. Xbe society, into nbic|i rfbe loenber ii 
to be Keceiv^,— (if tboie j^stms cw» ^e oaJUe^ 
^ society, who ^re never called ^pon to .deli- 
berate or to act,)— kitoWB pothiog 9f s«(;h a 
member, bat that he h^ beep judged £t b; .tbe 
ffljoister, for tbe participation of {the Lord's 
Supper. W!«T..suppofii»g tUat Bupi^ter phonJi 
have defective vievs of the christian character, 
and exhibit ^t deficiency in )us oirjj, what kind 
of cbnrcfa-members is be likely to join togetliv 
in chnrcb-fellowsbip ? It will be 9 mere acci- 
dent if genuine piiety be admitted ;— nay, it 
may, by suoha man, be puipoai^ly excluded. 

The Gr<st association of a Christian chorch 
most, in its very natarit, be t voluntary act of 
c^ain individoala, jogging aac^ other in char 
rity, to have become partakers <^ the grace .of 
God ; according to the scripture phrase, " they 
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gave thenuelres &rat to the Lord;"* spoken of 
tfae churches of Macedonia. 

The first churches vere very partionlar as to 
character, as ve may jndge from those letters 
ofcofflmeadatioD, which the bre&ren carried 
with them, when thej sooght commnnioD with 
foreign chnrches. They evidoitly did not con- 
sider oar Lord's parable of the tares and the 
wheat, as an aothority for admitting all, or 
nearly all, indiscriminately to the fellowship of 
the church : nor did the apostles, whose let- 
ters so frequently insist on the miuntenance of 
a pare and holy character, in the professed 
people of God: and when the apostle Jode 
speaks of " certain men having crept tn uho- 
wares, who were ungodly, turning the grace of 
God Into lascivioasness, and denying the only 
Lord God, and onr Lord Jesus Christ," it im- 
plies, that the faith and conduct of candidates 
for church-fellowship, underwent a certain 
tcmtioy previoasly to admission. 
- How is it, then, that Presbytery, both at 
home and abroad, has contracted a character, 
not so pure and so select, as that which the 
scripture prescribes, uor such as may more 
frequently be found in some other cominoDions ! 
It is to be traced, chiefly, to a defective cha- 
racter in its ministers, as giving the tone, by 

• t Cor vUl. •. 
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their example, and by their charoh-power, to 
the character of the oommnntcants. 

The people, by giving np all into the hands 
of their chnrcb-mlers, and by laying aside their 
deliberative* capacityi have become inpiae 
and lax in their views of ohristjan character ; 
whereas, the Independents, by contending for 
this jnst right, have ever been alive to the qaa- 
lifications of candidates for fellowship and 
office, and have, thereby, been preserved from 
many corraptions. 

Ilie Independents, however, have probably 
carried their views to an immoderate length : 
tiiey bare, in their bonest zeal, required more, 
and stricter marks of conversion to God, than 
they were warranted to do ; and thos, many in- 
diTidoals have been shot ont from the privileges 
vf the cbnrch, whom the Lord has received. 

This «rror, tboagh in one view venial, in ano- 
ther, is highly tiunnons, — not to say crlnfinal. 
Pwhaps it were better to be de«ieived ten times 
by the professions of candidates, than to ran 
the hazard of exclnding one sincere son), for 

* " Th« people mnit make tbeir mind kuomi by petiHon 
ta Chnrch ConrU." Canon'i Beuoiu, page S4. 

" The whole coogregatioD, miBiitei, elden, mud peo- 
ple, codM not pot siray from their eommDulon the grauest 
adolterer, if the mpeiior eccleiiMtical Jadicatories would 
think proper to lereenUm." lUd. pagy 6i. 
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■wtnt of ev»ry mtak of' kttiiiimmt, or of tinbe- 
ritf, which W0 omld deare. Thongii a pAfsen 
b«" woah m'di&fiiitt^" h« is-iwttok«rejeetA1d, 
bot receirad; inopdbrtfaatiie may be8tm^>- 
eoed. 

We mnit not be dnderstood t» wuh; tiMt 
ladependeat* were Iera> partiOHlU', as to relr- 
gtotts oharactm, AU we m«ui is, to ol^ecttO' 
the praciioe dfTsettitig'' a{K one's owu^ individnal, 
aad, perbapB; peentiftr e^)raienoe,Hs dM i*va* 
riable standard for- others. I have heard a6 
several deaoonr in Independent dinrafatts, 
who- have- oaoaaioned' nnivb tronble to tbi' 
clHirdies, and iojared thmc pposperit;, 1^ re<- 
qairio^ aU. ottididatei to ptuseu jnet their piuv 
tiotlar lundand d^reeof TeligioKBesperieDcai: 
Aad »nj one «4io has' obuFved (he tendtnby of' 
the dtinds of nuut Christians to thi* error, ntiilt' 
adoit, thUsome dieok to the erife it prodnbes, 
ortgbt to be provided; at tbe'sairie tittiei ttot- 
eT6r3r proper attetttion ii paid to the reqaitdt^ 
qnaliGoatiodt of achnD6lfmeniber.*'''Fhechecfc' 
exists,; I caiHHiiTe, ia the natare of diat «itln< 
ri^ with which the elders of the church are 
invested. This check may appear to be incon- 
sistent with christian liberty, and the privilege 
of every individual; in expressing his opinion 

*'8«e Cinon, ReatoM, page W'. 
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or inrii wapw*iti9> flu admisiictt of neraberr; 
bat the qaestion is, May any member be pet^ 
miited' to kef^oot of ^e choriA whom he 
||Jmsu, :Uiims^bfl, merely from privBtepiqae, 
w an^fiassii iMqaaltftaatioii, while the person 
^peaiato titai '«!()■■« utl ethers, a sHitable 
chaiipettR-r Ib nalmimity, IB' alt pOJAfa, abso- 
Intely mdupeMebbl It if dotMMless diesiraUv 
when it cao-baobtaundt By the- first iliaci- 
pisBj ilBnmvei, Bi.matt8v wai determined by the 
tmg/tritjf at' atAagWi. m i» ttA chftice of- 
HatthiaAtoifitt op tkw ptaKW ef J«dwi Iscxuriot. 
Ifa. GanoBi iMiitv en pwjitt tmumimitif^; but 
tbia amaa» extmngnAi TtK Sttriptnre evi- 
deniSg -wattambf asiiw takia>^ diWseBM of tb»^ 
ta^ority. BiMU<H;«ad-esperieaee-1^a», Atrt, 
IK, iiHMt' cansi it sUoaM be s Itu^ and ^od 
mi^arit^r^ Of t&niKtlia dberetidn of AeeMen 
vfll, jadgQi Jmd^ here eimtsy I' omoeive, the- 
ptgpei-aitti tO'ODy'iimpTOper exenjiM of 'Mr 
ri^:Bad {Miviltge hi tbe brathmi!. K, aftet'*' 
pasto* bait->pA>poied an- iadiridrnd fbr fetlo^^ 
ahjpy !(» shoald appMir to be disapproved- Vf- 
■BTBoaliiwmlBf iit tile ebtircb, and these, pef'-^- 
siiiui;irheBe<iDdgiiunt he'respeots, it would' n«t' 
bB-wiiie to pnsdtthemattferj— «t teastlat tbkUi^' 
tifln: opportniiity w«nU> lhn» be afibrd«d' fbr^ 
explaDBtJon or inqairy. But, if ouly one or 
twOr or a few of the weaker brethren, should, 
oppose, Doless they could show oaus« iguvifei 
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the admisitioii, their oppo6ition moit of neeet- 
lity be overrnled. 

. The qaestiM) would here vise, Do oot ma- 
jorities tend to diffliniab the just aatbbrify of a 
minister I May not a mioistw have a mqority 
a^rainst hiw 1 This objection must be answered 
kj ioqniriag, wherein the anthority of the pas- 
tor consists : but for. the examination of this 
point, we refer to chap. iii. sect. 3. 

. Independents, moreover, may do well, per- 
haps, to team a lesson from Presbyterians, m 
respect to Uieir .diligence and regelarity in cate- 
cfaisiDg and instmoting the yoang, with ttn «r- 
pr«$» -mao to datrch-felbnaihip. In shmanuig 
Soylls, they have fallen into Charybdis. They 
saem, in general, to have depended too mneh 
on the ordinance, of preacbingt for the reple- 
nishing of their ohnrches ; and to have n^- 
lec;ted, in suae measure, that of regnlar per- 
sona' .iostraotion *>( the baptiaed. Tfaoogh the 
children of cjiaroh-menbers are not, perfu^w, 
conatitoted. actual .members of a chorob by- 
bay tiwi) surely, to be consistent, they ought to 
be considered as catedtnmens, and candidates 
for. fellowship. And, if so, wi.eye,of watchful 
care shpaki be k^t upon them, as well by the 
chnroh,* to which they neturally .stand re- 

■ Amon^ 1h« Wet-b Cslviiriitie Melhodisb, the children 
af cburch-iMeDiben are admitted to the conrerencei of Hie 
AnthMttawHiath. 
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lated, an by their pareaU. If baptism .and in- 
struction be joined together by oar Lord, as 
tbey are in the commission given to his disct- 
pies in the twenty-eighth chapter of Matthew, 
then the baptized most, nndonbtedly, be treated 
as the disciples of Christ, and be trained ap, 
both by parents and the church, in " the nur- 
tare and the admonition of the Lord." 

It does not fallow, however, that all the bap- 
tized mnst necessarily be received into fe^ow* 
ship. Admittiog the right of a particalar 
chnrcb to receive whom it will, thongh not to 
the exclusion of any who evince a work of 
grace began, a jndgment may and oaght to be 
formed, respecting the spiritual character of 
the yonng candidate for admission. The 
chorch i^, certainly, not called apon to admit 
such, merely on the ground of fashion, or de- 
cejtcy. Were they to do so, there would be an 
end, at once, to ail purity and selectness in 
their own character : the church and the world 
would become one and the same. We are ex- 
pressly commanded to " turn away from those 
who have the/orta of godliness, bnt deny the 
power thereof." • 

* Ifany txj tbb wm tddreued to Tlniotli;, (■riTfraw,) 
we aniwer, tb>l tbe ApMtle i> speaking of nhat thall hap- 
pen ia IJu lut dqw ; and, tberefore, must be snppoied to 
■ddreu belieTeri at luge in tbe last dnys. 3 Tim. iii. i. 
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Bat,, while we defend the right and the dnty 
of a church of God, to exercise this vigilance 
Ofer the characters of the persons admitted, 
we are far from taking the business and duty 
of instrnctiOR and snperintendence ont of tha 
hands of the ministers of the church. TTiey are 
to oversee the whole flock, and to feed Christ's 
lambs, as well as his sheep : only they are not 
to assnme the power of admitting or rejecting 
wtom they will, without' the voice of the 
church. That the important ^lair of admitting, 
censoring, or exclnding members, is a public 
act of the charch assembled, with its ministers, 
and by their ministry, appears most clear from 
the language of scripture. To the Romans, 
the Apostle says ; " Him that is weak in the 
faith receive ye."* And again; " Receive y« 
one another, as Christ also hath received ns, 
to the glory of God."-t- And again; " I com- 
mend unto yon Phoebe, our sister, who is a ser- 
vant of the church at Cencbrea, that ye receive 
her in the Lord, as becometh sfunts ; and that 
ye assist her in whatsoever business she hatb 
need of you." | The Corinthians are charged, 
to " put away from among themselves that 
wicked person."]: And to moderate their zeal, 
he says ; " Sufficient to such a man is this 

• Gom. xlv. 1. t Bam. zv. T. $ Rom. ktI. 1. 
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punishment, or r&ther cenmre, (wtTtftta,) which 
was inflicted by many," im rmr wxiwm; — a phrase 
which may, perhaps, be better interpreted, — 
the major part. Xo forced and annatnral 
sense * pat on Matthew jviii. 17. " teli it to 
the church," as if our Lord meant the rulers of 
the chnrch alone, to the exclusion of the mem- 
bers, will justify the assumption of " the power 
of the keys" by the ministers. Our limits will 

* Mr. Bromi, in hii vlDdication of Preabytery, Mcmi to 
bave been dKren to an extremity, in bit wiibet to eitablUh 
the meaning of oiir Lord's commuid, " tell it to the cburch," 
to be, " tell it to tbe rnlen only ;'' fur he attempU to prove 
it, by pndeaTonting to ibow, that the word " cbnrcb*' i* 
elsewhere Dsed Id tbe New Testament, for the rultrt imlg : 
and, in proof, be refer! to Acts viii. 1, 4. from wheDce he 
arguee, that as it is said, " there wu a great pertecntioii 
against the church which was at Jenualem, and tbe; were 
ell dispersed thronghout the regions of Jiidea and Samaria, 
except the Apoatles ;" and, again, >do!] atler, tbat " Sanl 
made havock of tbe church," &c. Iherefore, tbat tbe word, 
" church" in the first case, lueani the rnlen of tbe cbarch, 
and, in tbe second, the tnembera : becanse if oil the cbiirch 
was icaKered abroad, and yex nmt were left at Jeriualeni, 
and persecoted after the dispersion i and thoia dispersed 
" went CTCry nhere preacluDg tbe word ;" then, we most 
conclude it was the ministers or rulers of the church only 
who were scattered abroad. Mr. Carton, in hii " Reply,'' 
baa properly disposed of this orgnnteM: and I think cTery 
wiopbiaticatcd mind, whether learned or imlearned, on 
comparing the argument with the text, will be satisfied (bat 
the writer never intended any such meaning ; bat first merely 
slates, in general, Uie fact of tbe persecution, and theu pro- 
caadi to mention some of tbe particular*, 

2 
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not allow it, or we could show, that the pai- 
sages moat iasisted on, to support this assanp- 
tion, have been wrested from their natural and 
proper sense, and that a sophistic^ and for- 
fetched gloss has been pat upon them. But 
this task 'is unnecessary, after the clear evi< 
dence already adduced, that the power of the 
keys resides, not in the ministers alone, but, 
(according to the beautiful simile of Ignatius, 
in his epistle to the Ephesians,) in the ministers 
and the members in unUon, as a well-tuned 
lyre: — otherwise, the ministers of Christ be- 
come " lords over God's heritage." 

And this is the doctrine of the Congregation- 
alists. In the New England platform, (which, 
by the way, was embraced by the Fresbyteriaos 
of that country,) it is said, chap. x. sect. 9. 
" It belongs unto the elders, before to examine 
any oflicers or members, before they be received 
of the church, to receive the accusations 
brought to the church, and to prepare them for 
the church's hearing," &c. Again, chap. xii. 
sect. 1. " The angel of the church at Epbesns 
is commended for trying such as said tbey were 
apostles, and were not : there is like reason for 
trying of them tbat profess themselves to be be- 
lievers. This power of government in the el- 
ders doth not, in any wise, prejudice the power 
of privilege in the brotherhood, as neither the 
power of privilege in the brethren doth prejudice 
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the power of governpient in the elders ; bnt they 
may sweetly agree together, aa we may see in 
the example of the apostles, famished with the 
greatest church-power, who took in the concnr- 
rence and conseut of the brethren in church 
administrations." chap. x. sect. 10. 

XI. The mode of admission. 

Admitting that the reception of a church- 
member is to be a public act, the mode of per- 
forming it may be left to circumstances. The 
rigorous exactions of some Independents are 
not to be defended : yet their practice, in re- 
quiring satisfactory evidence of a spiritual cha- 
racter, is warranted by that general injunction 
ofthe apostle Peter's: "Be ready always to 
give an answer to every man, that asketh you 
a reason of the hope that is in you, with meek- 
ness and fear."* On this subject, I cannot adduce 
any argument equal to an historical fact, men- 
tioned by Mather in the New England History. 
" As for the circumstances of admission into 
this church," (the first church in Massachu- 
setts,) they left it very much to the discretion 
and faithfulness of their elders, together with 
the condition of the persons to be admitted. 
Some were admitted by expressing their con- 

• 1 Pet iU. IS. 
c 8 



..Google 



sent anto their confesgioD ai)d coTcaitmt, Some 
irere admitted after their first answering to qnes- 
tians abont religion proponnded onto tbem. 
Some were admitted, when they had presented, 
m im(in^,snch things as might give satiafactitm 
onto the people of God concerning them. And 
some that were admitted, orally addressed the 
people of God, in snch terms as they thought 
proper to ask their commnnion with. JiVhich 
diversi^ was, perhaps, more beautiful, than 
would hare been a more pnnctilions nniformity. 
Bat none were admitted without regard unto a 
blameless and hoJy conversation." See Hist, 
book i. chap. 4. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



The Officers oftJte Church. 

1. How man; kinds ? 

The principal point at issue on this qnestion, 
is, whether the scripture has instituted the or- 
der of ruling elders, as well as the orders of 
teiu^ing elders and deacons ; and the chief pas- , 
sage to support the affirmative, if liot the only 
one in point, is that in 1. Tim. v. 17. " Let 
the elders that rule veil, be accoaoted worthy 
of double honour, especially they who laboar 
in word and doctrine." And it must be con- 
fessed, I think, that there is an evident distinc- 
tion made, between those elders, who merely 
' rule well, and those who, both rule well, and la- , 
hour in word and doctrine. But the difficnlty 
is, how to reconcile this view of the passage, 
with the omission of any distinct notice of the 
office of mling elders, in any other part of tlra 
New Testament; while the offices of hiahop 
and deacon are recognised and set forth with 
sufficient clearness : beside, that, in describing 
c 4 
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the qualifications of chnrch-oCScers, the apostle 
enuraerates only two kinds,— bishop and dea- 
con. Had there been a third, the omission U 
unaccoDUtable. 

Soicems qnotes a remark of Flacins Illyricus, 
one of the Centariators of Magdebnrgh, on 
1 Tim. V. 17. that, probably, the deacons are 
th»re comprehended with the ruling elders.* 
This remark carries the mind farther ; and we 
are led to ask, Are not ruling elders and deacons 
one and the same ? Such a conjectnre, it is 
trae, does not agree with the ideas, either of 
the ancients, or of the modems : but the fact 
if, the deacon's office is, confessedly, nnderstood 
bat imperfectly. The meaning of the term 
literally is, a minister or servant ; and is used, 
in the New Testament, very generally, for any 
service performed by the apostles or others. 
Our Lord says ; " Whosoever will be great 
among you, let him be your deacon." f Paul 
says to tbe Corinthians ; " MTio then is Paal, 
and who Apollos, but deacons, by whom ye be- 
. lieved V J And to Timothy, be says, " Setting 

• "HiciiiniilobierTajdDpliceifuiMePresbfteroii ■lioi, 

quidem, qni tantuin regimen eccleiin ac diicipIitiB, con- 

, iDlo et aatoriute, JDvenint, inter yuu forti etiam Saami 

fMml t alim Terd PreibyterM fuine, qni etlun docnerant, 

qalqnc dkti *nnt putoret et episcopi." 

Snicer. In vocem >{wCi;n(«c, 
t Matt. n. S6. } 1 Cor. US. 1. 
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these things before the brethren, thou shalt be 
a good deacon of Jesns Christ."* 

In the same way is the term elder used. Some 
confine it to the pastor, and others to the office 
called ruling elder: but, in the scripture, it is 
tued generally ; and is applied to different o£Sces 
aa a ffenerick term. Peter vas an elder. Paul 
ordained elders in every church. (See Acts 
xiv. 33.) Did he ordain only pastors, or only 
ruling elders? Neither case can be supposed. He 
surely ordained them bishops and deacons, as 
the proper o£Scer8 of the church in its orga- 
nized state. The term elder, therefore, may be 
considered as generick. The Jews had tbe 
same distinction. Among them, the term 
' dder yraa in general use, to signify any office 
of hononr and authority ; and iras applied 
specifically to the civil magistrate, the public 
counsellor, the rulers of the synagogue, &c. 

Now, if we find that the term deacon was 
applied to the same persons as (he term elder, ■ 
there is nothing improbable in the supposition, 
that deacon and elder were convertible terms ; 
and, therefore, that a rnling elder might have 
been a deacon, and a deacon a rntiog elder. 
I think we shall find thii supposition confirmed 
by fact : and, if we can show, that bishops ore 
elders bearing rule, and that deacons arv 

. ^ • 1 mm. w. B. 
c 5 
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(int^fantfto them,itwiU follow, tbatdeaconsma^i 
Do( improperly, be termed rnlibg^ elders. And, 
moreover, if there were but two kinds of offi- 
eerB in the charch, viz., •bishops and deacons ; 
then, that the deacons must have been actually 
rating elders, toother with the bishops. We 
■hall proceed, now, to show the natnre of their 
office, with a view to establish this identity. 

It is asnal to oonaider the deacon's office as 
confined to money matters ; and the institution 
of it to have taken place by the setting apart of 
" the seven." Yet, it is to be observed, the 
seTen are, in no place of stMiptare, called dea- 
cons ; nor, indeed, are they mentioned by any 
distinct official title. Their immediate duties 
were necessarily of a temporary nature, vix. to 
serve at table, and act the part of stewards, to 
see that none were neglected, hnt that all had a 
sofficient portion of the common stock. Wh«i 
the brethren ceased to have all things common, 
, tliia office, we may snppose, was laid down : 
bnt the spirit of it, at least, was retained in the 
church ; and, as it was a principle with the 
first christians, that each charch should take 
care of its own poor, there was a reason for the 
continnance of the of^e ; and, at length, the 
name of deacon was emphatically appropriated 
to it. 

The common notion, that the deacon's office 
was confined to the collection. and distribution 
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of the chnrch-money, does not seem to be sup- 
ported by the earliest antiqnity. Jnstin Mar- 
tyr ^ives the folloving account. (Apol. §. 88.) 
" Those who are rich and well-disposed give 
(viz. at the Encbarist) according to their incli- 
nation ; and what is collected, is deposited witA 
the president ; (vo^a ry T^oiroTi ;) and he assists 
orphans and widows, as well as those who are 
in want from disease or any other cause: he 
relieves prisoners also, and shows hospitality to 
strangers. In short, he is the common pro- 
vider for all that are in want." 

The president here meant is clearly the 
pastor, as appears, from the 8dth sectioD, 
where he is represented as conducting the 
whole of the sacred services. 

The pastor, we cannot suppose, was able, by 
his own hands, to minister to the wants of all 
in distress ; and, as the deacons were employed, 
not only in distributing the elements of the 
sapper, but in carrying them to those who were 
absent, (see Apol. §. 87.) we may infer, that 
they were employed, at the same time, under 
the direction of the pastor, in the distribution 
of the chnrch-money. In this, as in other 
things, they were ministers and assistants to 
the pastor, helping him under the burden c^ 
his work. Dr. Lightfoot seems to have spokm 
too hastily on this subject, when he likens ths 
deacons to the Phemaaim of the ayoagogne ; 
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making^ tbem ont to have been collectors of 
alms, aoiil as exclasively having the care of the 
poor. Vitringa, in bis observatioos on the 
Jewish synagogue, has, with mach candour, and 
extensive erudition, refuted the Doctor's state- 
ments ; and has shown that the Phemaaim did 
not collect the alms ; and that the term OJiB 
phemaa does not particularly apply to any one 
class of officers of thesynagogae, but that it is, 
like the term elder, of general signification, and 
is applied to different offices of trust and honour. 

Having admitted that the office of deacon 
has to do with the pecuniary affairs of the 
church, anderthe limitations above mentioned ; 
we proceed to ask. Had the deacons no spiritual 
oversight in the church, as the assistants oftht 
bishop? Those who have suffered from the 
lordly and arbitrary conduct ■ of some modem 
deacons so called ; will tremble to discover any 
foundation for establishing their abased power. 
Let us, however, recollect, that we are to dis- 
tingiiish between the person and the office; 
and let us follow the light of truth, to what 
point soever it may conduct us. 

Aiding from the general meaning of the 
term, and from the language used by Paul and 
Timothy, we should infer, that the deacons had 
some mling power. The apostle requires of 
deacons to nth their own houses well. Just be- 
fore, he had required the same of a bishop. 
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and then he ^vea thia reason for the qnadBca- 
tion ; " for if be ItDow not how to rule his ot^ 
house, bow shall he take care of a cfaarch of ' 
God V (wu( iiiAns'iaf $iov inni>JinrM ;) The same 
reason may naturally be supposed to operate in 
the case of deacons ; they are not required to 
be " apt to teach," but they are required to be 
apt to rule. Moreover, it may be observed, 
that nearly the same phraseology is used in both 
passages of the epistle : in the one place, it is 
■aid ; AiKMtoi irwTat fttof yvHiiHt ai^i(, rijirui KcAtit 
UfUf^yMi, Htu TUt liun »ntir' u yog U(A«( itetxamrann, 

K. r. X. and, in the other place, it is said : »' 
■bx«c v^iTiitt w^ia^urtfM, K. T. A< Under the term 
elders, Iheu, were probably comprehended, 
both the offices of bishops and deacons. 

This view of the passage, also, seems con- 
firmed by the order of the Jewish synagogae, tu 
which our Lord is, by many divines, supposed, 
in a great measare, to 'have conformed his 
ohurch. Vitringa has examined this point 
thoroughly ; and I can do no better than quote 
his statements ; remarking by the way, that an 
accurate analysis of his observations on the 
synagogue, would serve valuable - purposes. 
He begins his treatise, by endeavouring to 
show, that the term oiiB phernas, has been 
mistaken, and means, in general, a pastor or 
ruler. He then proceeds to the consideration 
of the ten wise men, which number, at least, 
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was Teqaired to preside in every synagogae. 
One of these he considers as the archisi/n4t- 
gogita, or raler of the synagogae, who wa» 
chief in its affairs, and overlooked them all, to 
see that every part was properly performed. 
To this chief, he thinks two others, men of 
repntatiou for wisdom and gravity, were added, 
in the same office of mlin^ and overlooking ; 
reserving to themselves the liberty of teaching ; 
and these also were called ofx^'vyr^h archi- 
tynagogi. The remaining seven were rea- 
ders of the scriptures, (Archisynag. pages 
38-40.) 

Such seems to have been Xbe primitive state 
of the synagogue. Time, however, made some 
alterations, which oar author takes dne care to 
point out. 

After the abpTe-mentioned disquisitions, he 
advances to the consideratiop of the o'lin, cha- 
zanim, and the mvn 'n'W, skelichi txibbor. 
The word chazan, he says, is never used in 
the writings of the Hebrews, as a term of ho- 
nonr, but oDiformly as a term of ministry ; and 
for the most part, ministry of the lowest order. 
This does not seem to agree with his sabse- 
qaent statements, nor with what he quotes from 
Elias Ijevita, (page 48,) who, speaking of tli« 
chazao, says ; " The ekazan, the inspector of 
the congregation, is he who presides over the 
assembly in the public prayers ; and is called 
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cbazati, probably for this reason, that he stood 
over those whom he called forth to read, to 
see* how they read. Thns tiie Baal Arnch 
expounds the word. But I wish to say, that I 
have foand the messenger of the synagogae, 
(liar n»Si»,) the servant of the coDgregatiau, 
(^npn QfQV,) was called |i'^> cliazan, and that, 
because it was ipcumbent on him to see what 
were the wants of the synagogae; that he 
might act the part which belonged to him." . 

According to this description of the chazan't 
office, it does not appear to be one of very tn- 
ferior rank, but to entitle him to the appella- 
tion of elder or archiaynagogus, equally with 
those D'Jpi, w^tt^&vnpt, elders, to whom Vi- 
tringa attributes the term. Bnt, indeed, he 
acknowledges, (page 64,) that, at length, the 
chief rule of the synagogue came into the hands 
of the chazanim. His words are; " Dictut 
verd hie tynagoga minister turn fait ITn," &c. 
" This minister of the synagogue was then 
called ehazan, because it was his duty to at- 
tend to all the wants of the synagogue ; and 
theliach txibbor, becanse he was the messenger 
of the assembly ;f and moor, vvh^itik, servant, 
becaose be ministered to the heads of the syna- 



* The word ntn, cftonA, tifnifies to m. 

t Or, " angel of the church"— a phrase io the Keveladon 
of Juhn, apparently adapted from the aynagogne. 
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gogae, in tbe -same manner as the wardess in 
our churches. Bat thoagh the beginiuDgs of 
these mioisters were slender, their authority 
gradnallj iocreased ; chiefly as it appears, 
from having many important afikirs committed 
to them by the elders. At first, their bosiness 
was to call out the readers, and preside over 
them ; to bring forth the book of tbe law from 
the ark, and replace it ; which, with increasing 
snperstitioD, became an office of no small im- 
portance ; to interpret the scriptnres ; and, to 
crown the whole, at length they came to ofilar 
up public prayers : so that the elders scarcely 
retained any thing themselves, beside tiie go- 
vernment of the assembly, and pnblic instruc- 
tion by preaching, in tbe absence of those, to 
whom that business had been conunitted. 
" Now, with the accession of snch daties to 

. this office, it became absolutely necessary that 
a man of superior wisdom and character shonld 
be appointed to it ; especially since learning 
was on the decline among the Jews, both in 
onr Lord's days and after. Bat, although the 
anthority of this office increased to so great an 
extent, yet the ancient names, tin, chazoH, and 
nuTn n'hv, sheliach fiatzibbor, (originally of 
mean import,) were always retained ; so that 
he was always tw mfxf<""»7'0'^ ■<*' **c ^—vym 

' >uiiuM(> ih» deacon of tht aynagogu* tmd itt 
eldtra. 
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" We may easilv conceive, that to an officer, 
now grown into so much importance, the an- 
cient and original duties of cleansing the sy- 
nagogne, and trimming the lamps, would ap- 
pear degrading. Another was, therefore, put in 
subordination to him, on whom these servile 
offices were laid, and who was commonly called 
orsv, vanfiDK, famulus, a menial servant, a man 
of low rank, such as is known by tbe same 
name in the synagogue, at the present day. 

" And this I take to be the genuine account 
of the rise and progress of the offices of the 
synagogue, which I have gathered from a di- 
ligent attention to the point. And, indeed, I 
am persnaded, that no one is able to prodnce 
any thing from the genuine writings of the 
Hebrews, which will not correspond, as accu- 
rately as possible, to these statements. 

" But, as it is oar opinion, that, in the time 
of our Lord, that vras the oonstitntion of the 
synagogue which we have now stated ; and, 
also, that the assemblies or christian syna- 
gogues, as to their outward government, agreed 
in all things, with that of the Jews ; it is ne- 
cessary that we now point out how the offices 
of the christian church correspond to those of 
the synagogue : and, from what has preceded, 
we can do this withont difficulty. 

" We have before mentioned, that, in the 
synagogue, there were nD]3n 'v*r\, a(x'"'f ''^ 
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irvtayiYK, heads of the ayuagogae, and anoo, 
Vfoium : the first of whom used to take the 
lead JD the prayers, and the public iostractioiu 
of the church. To these, answer the iwunawot, 
and rpnmmi wyoSu^tfu, the hitkops and the pre- 
siding elders in the christian church ; of whom 
the wisest was first in rank. Then came the 
niavn n'^», nuncim synagoga, the messenger 
of the synagogne, who, it appears to ns, agrees 
in every respect with the deacons of the ancient 
church, of whom Paul makes mention in the 
epistles to the Fliilippions and Timothy. It is 
an error, therefore, of no small importance, 
which, not only the lemned Lightfoot, but 
learned men in general, continnally make cur- 
rent, that the deacons mentioned by Faol were 
collectors of alms. From what has now been 
said, it is safiiciently evident, that, if anyone 
wished to translate the words, nDJsn )in, and 
iiavn n'^itf, he would not do it by a better 
phrase tlian this, iuuiitat m iiu^uiinBt : for, the 
duties of the deacon of the synagogue, and the 
deacon of the christian church, corresponded 
exactly to each other. There was still in the 
synagogue the nDian wow, imiftm, who was 
the lowest minister of the synagogue. To this 
officer, the ImhoKonn, under-deacon, corres- 
ponded, who was the lowest minister of all 
the christian assemblies." 

From this account of the synagogue, and 
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the parallel here drawn between it and the ptU 
mitive church, we gather, from this source of 
evidence, safficient to estabUab the point in 
hand, viz, that there were bnt (too orders of 
charch-ofBcers in both ; and that their da- 
ties very mach corresponded to each other. 
One point of coincidence is apparent, and on 
it we wish to lay the most stress, viz. that the 
ehazan or deacon of the syuagogae was the a<- 
listant and deputy of the presiding elder. We 
leave oat of the account the third office of a 
menial nature in both, as not affecting either 
oar argument or onr inquiry. 

Hence, we infer, that the third distinct q^c4 
of ruling eider did not find its way into the 
church of Christ, by the appointment of the 
Apostles, in modelling tbe cbarchfs after the 
synagogue. 

That there were bnt two officers in the pri- 
mitive chnrch, intended for perpetual obser- 
vance, seems as clearly madeoutfrom the earliest 
christian antiquity, as from the scriptures and 
the synagogue. Clemens Romanus, who wrote 
in the name of the chnrch at Rome, to that at 
Corinth, probably before the destrnction of Je- 
rusalem, in the commencement of the epistle, 
charges them to be obedient to their rulers, 
and to render their eldert doe honour. * And 

* VwetevraviitKi ntt iyH/itmit ifuit, Kai Ti/uit ni 
na^nmrtn areii/tMnt reif «af v/*» r^a'jSvTifOtc. 

Clem. Rom, cap. i. 
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in another place says ; " The Apostles, preacb- 
ing in rarioDs regions and cities, constitated 
their fint frnits, approved by the Spirit, as 
bishops and deacons of those who should be- 
lieve." • 

Polycarp, who is said by Dr. Campbell, 
" certainly to have written his epistle to the 
Pkilij^ians, a considerable time before the 
middle of the second century," mentions bnt 
two orders. His words are ; " Those who are 
obedient to the elders and the deacons, as to 
God and Christ, mast refrain from these irre- 
galarities." -f- It is true, he distingnisbes be- 
tweea a presbyter and a deacon ; bnt it is to be 
remembered, that distinction began to take 
place, even before tlie dale of his epistle, a 
distinctian yhich, we presame, was naknown to 
the days of the apostles. Of this the epistles of Ig- 
natias are a sufficient proof, even admitting they 
have been tampered with, which seems highly 
probable : though even he has such a phrase as 
u««nwav(u»i Tf tmnuTW xai rw o'pi^vTipw, which 
Usher has not marked as douhtfnl ; and this 
enameratioD agrees with that of the soriptare. 

' Kara x^f^f "t xai viAnt *iifvffff*mt laSurraTtt TOf 

■SI itatamt tm> ^■^XarTvr wifvut. 

Ibid. cap. xlvii. 

t Aw ^sr tunxfff^M art wturvi rwrni, unrato'n^ivt 
Polycarpi E^l. 
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There is a letter of Ignatius to Heron, a dea- 
con of the church at Antiocb, which confirms the 
opinion, that deacons were aisutanta to the 
pastors, and did not confine their labonrs to 
pecuniary aSairs. He begins by charging hint 
to " bear with the weak, that he may fiilfil the 
laws of Christ ; to attend to reading, that he 
may not only know the laws himself, bnt may 
explain them to others as God's champion. 
' No soldier entangles himself with the affairs 
of this life, that he may please him who hath 
chosen him to be a soldier." He then intimates 
that it is the daty of Heron to watch against 
the introdaction of false brethren: be gives him 
a charge to take care of widows and orphans, 
and says ; " Do nothing without the bishops, 
for they are priests, (■■pi>(,)bnt thou art a deBoon 
of the priests: they baptize, conduct public 
worship, ordain, lay on hands ; and thou minis- 
terest (Jiawntf,) to them, as the holy Stephen mi-' 
aistered in Jerusalem to James and the elders. 
Neglect not the people : (m miafivi :) seek all 
ont by name. Let no one despise thy youth, 
but be thoa an example of the believers, in 
word and conversation. Admonish my sisters, 
to love God, and their husbands no mor? than 
they ought, and the same* to my bre&ren. 
Guard virgins as the peculiar treasure of 
Christ. Be thou long suffering, that then may- 
eat abound in prudence. Neglect not the 
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poor." iScc. &c. — These daties seem to bespeak 
the laliug elder. 

Justin Martyr, in his ApolDg:y, (sect. 85 — 88.) 
speaks bat of two kinds of church-officers, 
the president or bishop, ^d the deacons. It 
is troe, he states, that when the reader had 
ceased, the president began an exhortation, 
fonnded on the passages of scripture just read 
to the assembly. But this reader was proba- 
bly one of the deacons, ratber than a third dis- 
tinct officer. 

In further confirmaticHi of this statement, I 
add the following: remarks from Vitringa, 
Archisynag. page 31*2.) 

" We must DOW inquire into the nature of 
the deacon's office, (which corresponded ex- 
actly to the chazanites, or ministers of the old 
synagogue; mkether tkey had authority to 
preach t In this nmtter there is an agreement 
' with the practice of the synagogoe in the time 
of our Lord. They did not ordinarUy preach, 
iut wtre rather Catechists; since they in- 
structed the candidates for baptism, and im- 
bued them with the first prinoiples of the chris- 
tian religion, just as the chazaaitet did in re- 
gard to children. Pachymeres, in his para- 
phrase of Dionysius the Areopagite on the 
Ecdesiastical Hierarchy, thns speaks of dea- 
cons : ' They teach the candidates for b^tiam, 
that renouncing the darkness, they may be con- 
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ducted into the light.' And again ; ' He nou- 
rishes them vith doctrine.' Theophylact on 
the nineteenth chapter of Luke, (page 489.) 

says ; «' iiatani KsStuptM't I'm x.cfnx?!^''! ■<»> iiiamat- 

Ank. ' The deacons purify by instnictian and 
doctrine.' The deacons, therefore, had like 
duties with the chaxanites. We read, indeed, 
in Pbilostorgins, Eccles. Hist. lib. iii. of Aetina 
Ae deacon, that he was promoted by I/eontius, 
bishop of Antioch, to teach publicly the tenets 
of the charch. Bnt this was extra-official, as 
it was also with the minister of the synagogue, 
who, in process of time, was often promoted by 
the rulers of the synagogue to proach." 

" Respecting the reading of the scriptures, 
the gospels, and the homilies, with the offering 
of prayers, all performed by the deacons, I 
shall no further enlarge ; bnt rather tnqnire in- 
to the fact of &epreackitiff of deacons, which 
is ascribed to those of the primitive church." 

" It is particularly worUiy of notice, that, as 
among the Jews, all doctors, and others, gifted 
with an ability to teach, were freely permitted 
by the rulers of the synagogue to address the 
congregation, so a similar liberty, derived from 
the synagogue, continued in christian meetings, 
—a liberty most congenial with the economy 
of the New Testament. We find in Enaebius, 
{Hist. Ecclet. lib, vi. cap. 19, de Origene,} 
a passage particularly pertinent. Xfnu h ^uT»iv 



MN Google 




« Ume bad elapsed, 
at Alexandria, On- 
(Dot tfainkiDg:it safe 
ping into Palestiae, 
irea. By the bishops 
Rested to expound the 
- leetiaga of the church, 

ived the ordinatioo of 
the Presbytery ; v , ., ierefore was done pro- 
mtcuouih/ by the elders ;) bnt th^t snoh was 
the fact is clear, from the defence of their con- 
duct, which .Alexander, bishop of Jerusalem, 
and Theootistos, bishop of Ciesarea, sent to De- 
metrias : ' Yuu tay in your letter, that it was 
never seen or beard of, that laics should preach 
in the presence of bishops :'— an aasertion as far 
as possible from the truth ; for, wherever those 
are found who are qnelified to edify the brethren, 
they are exhorted by the holy bishops to preach 
to the people : e. g. Euelpis of Laranda was 
asked by Neon ; Paulinas of Iconinm by Cel- 
8U8 ; and Theodoras of Synnada by Attica*, — 
all our beloved brethren : and, tiioagh we are 
not acqaunted with tbe fact, yet it is probable 
the same practice exists in other places." * 

■ The render, (lulroua of seeing more on thiiiiitere>tia| 
(abject, may, ia iiIditloD to Vitringri', consult Moilwini'i 
Canunnaarii it R<hu CtriiHaiuntm, Sluentmi priM. mK, S7, 
>B, A\. Du obHrntioDs, thoDgb origiDsl and curioni, 
have not afforded me that aEuitaiice in thb Inqnirj, which 
I expected. 
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In addition to these statemenLs, it may be 
observed, that, if " the seven" are to be ieao^ 
minated dtacona, then we have a clear acconnt 
in the scripture, of the preaching of two of 
them, viz. Philip and Stephen : and not of their 
preaching only, bnt of their baptizing ,-* at least 
in the ioitenoe of Philip ; and we may infer,' 
that, if he might perform this rite, his brethren 
were equally qualified with himself. It is ad- 
mitted, that the circumstances of the cfaoreh 
were pecnliar in the commencenient ; and Uiat,' 
In the ordinary and settled state of it, the. appli- 
cation of the principle of assistanoe to the pas- 
tor, must be regulated by the occasion which 
requires it. 

- The Paritan Congregationalists seem to have 
held similar views of the deacon's office. We. 
find in the sammary of their faith and order,. 
entitled Puritamamtu Anglicanus, (drawn np 
in Latin by the learned Dr. Ames, and , in-, 
tended to express the sense of the body,) that 
no mention is made of deacons, as distinct from 
elders. After describing 4he ministers of the 
word, their office and qaalifications, the next 
point treated of is, concerning elders ; an ex- 
tract from which will not be out of place. 
"OfEIderg." 
" Since, even in the best coniitituted churches, 
* On the mbject of brnptim by deacon*, tee Sticeri 
ThtuatniM, vol. I. ftt%K 6)1- 
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T»nse, vmcn, ii noi timely met, will do ib- 
jdtj, both, to tboae vho believe, and those who 
arc inqninD^ ; while, at the same time, they 
SM that ttie authority of a siitgLe person 
in a pariahj resembling the papal, is oontrary 
to the will of Ckrist ; they thiolc, aa the case 
itself requires, and as a[^ointed of God. 
that others alio ^oold be selected from the 
ohorcfa, as oSicerB, who may be associated by 
the ministers in the spiritual g:overDment. 

" These are inspectors, iwiTvumw, a kiad of 
censoffs, whose daty it is, togetJMr with the mi- 
nisterB of the word, at well ta watch over the 
conduct of all the brethren, as to jndge betweSD 
thetk. And they" think that Aa office is initi- 
tatod, that each may tfdietfae nMre beed to bia> 
aalf aad bis ways, while the ministers enjotr 
more leisure for study and devotion, and ob> 
tain, through the assistance of their coa4^ltors, 
a more accurate view of thie sbrte of the ieok ; 
since it is ihe peculiar duty of the iupeotofs, 
to be always watchful over the manoers: Mid 
oondnet of all the members' of tibe church. 

" To this office they think that none shodd 
be preferred, but men, very enineot fw gravity 
and prudence, established in the taith, of tried 
integrity, whose ssDctity of life and upright 
example are well known to the whole society. 

" In the choice of these elders, respect should 
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be hod to tiieir oatvard oiixnimstaace*. Tbey 
sbonid be abto to lapport theauelT«i id some 
respectable maaner; Ikoagh it will not be an 
objection to then that tbej panne tome ib»- 
ch^tcal art, jKOvided tbey be morally qwi- 
li6ed." 

llkis view of the diipntad puaage, (1 Tim. «. 
17.) reconciles it, I thiDk, with the whole phra- 
seology of the New Testament on the sabject; 
and of bow mach import^ce it is to the actual 
wants of the ohnrches, will be felt by many pas- 
tors, who are hardened with more labosr Uian 
nind or body can sostais. It is trac another 
c«HMeqaeBoe seems to attend it, which, to many, 
will not appear very pleasant, viz. That deacom 
shouH bt rtmumeratedjbr their Mervicts at watt 
tm ieiAaps ,--— not to the same extest indeed; 
yet accordmg to their labour: for, says the 
Apostle, takii^ his exact words : " Let the 
^dert who rale weU, be esteemed worthy of a 
doaUe remaneratioB, especially those who 
Hboar in word and doctdne ; for the soriptore 
taith, Ihoo ^alt not mosale the ox that treadeth 
out the oorB ; and the labonrer is worAy of his 
reward." Hence, tie rttlmff elden, or deaeamt, 
kad a Utbottr to perform, toOch reared ajuet 
rtmuneratiOH. 

Tha« is no difficulty then in admitting tliat 
tlW'Bcri^are spet^s of ruling elders ; but whe- 
ther it be a third distinct office w»vf wall be 
D 2 
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doobted. We have only to magnify the ofBce 
of the deacon, at the same time time taking 
care, that it shall be kept subordinate to that of 
pastor. The Presbyterians, the Congregation- 
alista, and the Independents, may all unite here ; 
each may have what he wishes, and all conform 
to the role of holy scripture. 



//. The authoriitf of elders. 

Snob bas been the odions abuse uf power by 
chnrcb-offioers, that the very name of aojLbarity, 
as attaching to their.office is by many dreaded 
and abhorred. Their feelings, we acknovledge. 
may be very natural ; and while we . mast ad- 
mice and rqoice in the spirit of reli^ons free- 
dom, which has cast off the irtm yoke of priestly 
domination, we may lament the licentjons pa- 
roxysm which sporus all lawful and salutary 
restraint. This extreme is particularly observ- 
able in the strict Independents or Brownists ■ 
the present day, At their ordii^onB,.all idea, 
of office-power and authuily \s . osoally pro- 
tested sf^ainst, very diatiaotiy, and often wilb 
w«rDith. And, in their churcb-me^tinga,, acting 
up to their professed principles, there are tm» 
often unseemly conflicts of passion, pr^ui}ijCe, 
or interest; while their pastor, unless a roan of 
courage and address, is left to sigh over their 



i,GtHl«^lc 



.53 

insubordinatioB, or to ettaoE^ himself to the 
stron^st party for snpport. We do not mean 
to insinuate that sach scenes are cooSned to 
this denomination of Christians, Far from it. 
They are to be met with, certainly, in most, «r 
every denomination, where the opportunity oc- 
cars for the exhibition of them. The Presby- 
terian, the Episcopalian, the Methodist, the 
Congregationalist, can claim no exemption. 
Nay, the polity established by the apostles, 
could notpreventtheoccarreaceofsach scenes, 
disgraceful to the Christian name. And it is 
only our subject which obliges us to specify 
one particular denomination, as more liable, 
from their professed principles, to the frequent 
ocoorrenve of disorderly scenes. We are told, 
however, tlrat, " God is not the author of oon- 
fnsion, (aiutTtwrao'i*, stditio, ordo nuttus : 
Schhusn.) bat of peace, as in all churches of 
the sainls."* We may observe, therefore, 

1^ 1. That the eld^s bave some kind of autho- 
rity. 

,' Their gmeric and specific names necessarily 
imply it. Tbe name elder carries with it the 
authority of wisdom and experience. The 
names pastor or sbejAerd, bishop or overseer, 
leader or captain, (tyw^uMf,) all import some 
kind and degree of aathority. 
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Beside, va hfve several places in the New 
Tectament, wktn this onthority is uneqaive- 
callj ezpress«>d. The ^ers of Ephesns are 
said by the Apostle to have been made over- 
tmrt aver lie jioct by the Holy Ghoit. (Aete 
XX. 38.) Tb6 Corindii&ns are eqjoiDed to nift- 
mit thewuehea to suck at had addicted tkeauehee 
to the wmuetty (<Mwoti«0 of the eaaite. (I Cor. 
xTi. 16.) This may relate to tbe deacotia offioe. 
The Hebrews are charged, to obey and giAmit 
thetaeehee to their leaden, at beiitg wateftsrs 
ever their eotde, and aceount<Ak for tkem. 
(H^. xiii. 17.) 

3. That this aothority does not flow from the 

church. 

Tfaia observatimi, I am persmded, viU i^o«k 
BOiw, vhilsitisygMeable.toothws. Hybosi- 
aesB is with tnidi ; and, after pemsing most 
carefnlly what is advanced by the great I^. 
Owen on this snbject, I mnst confess that bis 
ideas appear to be very confased, and bis stat# 
ments contradictory. Kor has be coavinced 
me by scripture of the troth of his dootrine, 
^Bt tdl power and anthority is coaveyed to tite 
ohnrcb of Christ, essentially considered; — n»- 
IflSB he mean to inofaide in the idea of the eteeif 
lial ehurek the officMv attached to it. Bnt, if 
so, his statements and a^nmenti are not in 
unison witb this idea; for all he says of tbe 
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teat of cliareh-pover proceeds on the iim of 
the commanioation of it by Christ to the indi- 
vidaal members of a particular chnrch, in coD> 
tradistinction to the officers ; and that the fta- 
thority of the elders and ralers of a particdar 
church. Bows to them through the chaund tX 
the cbarch, as a em-porate body, not yet pos- 
sessed of officers. 

The priocipal passage of scripture from 
wtience he ai^es, is, Malt, x^iii. 17, 18. 
" Tell it to the church," Stc*— He is certidnty 
Bo% singular in cOTisidering the term " chnr^" 
here to me«n the assembly of the memben is 
oUe partfcalar fellevship ; and he aif^nea, frott 
what is immedintriy mitl of Undiityaiidleeniig, 
that, hei«by, all authority is ooDiuaoieBted es- 
sentially to the church, as cmwidered in an 
uaorganised state. Hraice, h« infers, that, in 
the ordinatioB of ministers, tee. their authority 
comes to them by the election of the church, as 
the medium from the Lord ChrfeL- — Though, 
■Bon, he bontends, Aat their authority flows to 
them trom Christ, (hrou^ the medium of those 
already Id ofiice. And this I bdiere itiR be 
the truth : and I would illustrate it by a refw- 
CDce to the sixth chapter of the Acts, which 
may be viewed as a practical comment on Matt, 
xyiii. 17. This view of the disputed passage, 
I vonld pactionUrly commend to the attention 
of those, who, like Mr. Brown, the lennsd 
d4 
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rindieator of Established Presbytery, consider 
' the word " chdrcb" here to mean the rulers of 
tfoo cbaroh <^ne. 

I A'cOntplaint was to be made by one part of 
the church at Jerusalem t^inst another part. 
Nov it is important to observe the mode of 
proceeding. To whom was the complaint 
made? — Was oar Lord's rnle complied with?— 
We may conclude it was. Then it appears, 
the meaniog of his injunction is, that thepo*- 
tpri of the church should be first informed ; for 
theicomplunants proceed, first of all, to the 
apostles, who then acted in a pastoral capacity. 
Inspired mm as they were, did they forthwith 
take ctfuntel, fuid settle the niatter among tbetti- 
s^vie* definitirely, and give forth their seti- 
tence? No: the church mtut be told. Accord- 
ingly, " the whole multitude,"— the complain- 
ants, and all who were -not immediately con- 
cemed, were summoned by tbie apostles to a 
charch-meetii^. The church is then told of 
the affiiir by the apostles,- Acting as the eldera 
of the church more particularly' in this case, 
y^t, at the same time, beafing the character of 
inspired men. They direct the church what to 
do;'and dieir proposal being wdl pleasing to 
the multitude, t^ perform the part which be- 
longs to themr— the exercise of a church-privi- 
lege, — the right of choice, as to the persons 
and qualifications of those who were to be over 
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tbem in tke vsy of rnle and maDBgement. 
Here, hovever, ihm privilflge vu bounded. 
The indnction into office,— the ministerial com- 
maDication of aathprity to exercise that office, 
to which they had been chosen, lay in those 
who were already in office. It was a formal, 
public, and solemn act, visibly demonstrated by 
certain outward signs : which being done, the , 
eonstitntion of the persons so ordained was 
complete. Each had a proper part to act. 
" Do yoD choose, and we will appoint." The 
people brought the objects of their choice to the 
gate, and the pastors opened it, and led the 
candidates in. The choice of chnrch-officers 
ties with the whole church ; the appointment 
with those already in office. According to the 
phrase of the New-England platform, herein is 
" a conjunction ofpotMraBdjjrtmVe^*," sweetly 
blended together. This may be observed in 
various places of the New Testament; bnt, as 
to Uie ministerial source of anthority in ' the 
elders' office, ft is clear, from scripture, that , 
Hf> ordination to ojice wot ever made by the 
multitude. It came by means of the apostles, 
or their associates. Timothy is enjoined to 
" commit the things delivered by the apostle, 
to faithful men, who should be able to teach 
others also," — Titus was left in Crete, " to or- 
dain elders in every city," A pastor of Christ's 
church holds his office immediately under him, 
D 5 • 



i,G(Hl«^lc 



" the Chif^ Shefdierd," and to him he la u» 
coantsble. Bat the miniaterial JoductioB int* 
tbis oflioe iq>pean, from iDnptare, not to recide 
in the mnltitade, bat in the presbytery or elder- 
ibjp. 

3. lliiB aathority is not le^latire, but mi- 
nisterial. 

Were ve to derive oar ideas of the aatbority 
uf Christ's ministers from Ecclesiastical Ui»> 
Utry in general, ve should certainly be disposed 
to take the conrerae of tbis proposition as tbe 
trnth. We have abondant proof in creeds, and 
articles, and conncils, that this aatbority is con- 
sidered n invested with an onlimited hf^Ulatwe 
power. From this error have proceeded all tbe 
croei and disgraoefiil pasecatioss, «4iich stain 
tbe page of history, and oause hnmaaity to 
weep ; wt error BMwe of tbe ktart then of the 
uoderstandii^, and one tiiat acoords too readily 
with the pride and selfishness of haman domi- 
nation. 

We have several iastanees on record, <dbereiQ 
oar blessed I<ord reboked tbe teodency to am- 
bitions osarpatiou in bis diseiplea. And tbe 
apostles, Peter and Paul, by tbeir exberta- 
tions and their doctrine, as well as by exanqtle, 
follow oat tbe iqjnnotion of tbeir Divine Ha»- 
tmr, against lordshif in hk chnrch. The Apo»- 
tie Paol ratb« re&aiofi frosa ^Lercising his fall 
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powers u ao ^MMtie, oBd MTgia ha anthoritr, 
oaly irlie^ th« oontempt or beglect of it made 
it iMC«sfary. " We are yottr aetvaata," says ke, 
" for JesoB take." Peter exborts the dders to 
" feed the flock,"— "not laMiitff it over God's 
berita^, bnt as ensatuples to the flock." The 
eldership tS an hononrRbleaod responsible oflice, 
institDted by Christ, for the weHare of his 
•barch ;— oot, Certualy, to pfocnre them domi- 
bIod, and fae«f^, and emolttment, and easet 
bnt to fulfil his holy will in t^nHag the flock, 
redeemed by Ins " precious blood," to the bliss- 
fiil pastures abftTO. The aHthori^ of tiie elders, 
therefore, is ministerial, and may be consi- 
dered in a tWD^ld tiew. 

Pirsi, In stating, exptMuin^, and enforcing, 
by argnmeBt and persttaeion, the known will of 
Christ. 

Sfondlift In taking the sfenseof the church 
on asy danbtfnl poiBt« aftsr mature dellbera- 
tioti t (wherein their opinion and adrice hsTe 
their proper InOn^ce t) aad acting as the or- 
gans of the charoh, in executing Its decisions. 

lo the^fs* case, if a ni%)ority be against flie 
declared w^ll ef Christ, after it be made knoira 
to tbeai, that will give ocoa«ion for expostala- 
tibn or reproof, which, if not attended to, wiH 
naturally oblige a faitbtiil minister to with- 
draw.* In the second case, as it refers to the 
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■a)^ct of prndeiwe ood expediency, a ry"M'«' 
niay, generally, tuiYe reasoo to suppose,- that, 
in the collective wisdom <^ tbe cliorcb, there 
may be, at least, as much as is eqoal to hitt 
ova: and, anless he.be infallible is jad^ent, 
or imagine tint hit will is to be the law, aad 
bis individual opinion, tbe only meaioie of 
eitlier judgment or conduct, he will be dis- 
posed rather to yield, in a doubtful point, to 
the sknse of tbe nu^rity, — supposini; it respect- 
able. To jield, in such a case, will not lesM* 
his aotburity : he is still the organ of tbe cbareb 
in executing its decisions, eren sappouDg then 
contrary to his own views. In such a situatitw, 
he is only like the mayor of a corporation, pre- 
senting an address to the throne, on a point 
wherein bis own judgment differs from l^ose, 
whose minister he is. In this case, if a dinrcb 
know its duty, it will not consider a uugonty, 
opposed to the opinion and advice of a-pastor, 
as a deduction fromhisjnst authority; hat, on the 
contrary, bis yielding may tend, as it certainly 
should, to increase tbw esteem; and, there- 
fore, they may be expected, in return, .to 
yield due obedience to hlra, in. respect to tbe 
known will of Christ, as tbe miniBtOT of 
God, requiring then, in the same ef their 

«hn has lalel; signified to the chnrch of which be ib tbe 
pMtor, thil, DnleH they will conient to mslntilQ s itricter 
ditcipllM, be niiut rc^gn bU clwi^. 



oeotoiOQ huti tmd Mwttf, to falfll Us <»m- 



Nor v'A\ a faithfal miiuster ngni^ the place 
of his Master, by wishing to establish his own 
wiJl as the law of the ohnrch ; bat, keeping in 
view the odloiis character of Diotrephes, hs 
will foe disposed rather to onite his flock, by the 
example of bis own moderation and tenderness, 
Uian to take advaatage, at every tnm, even of 
his indispatable authority. He will learn first 
to "role his own boose well," and he will trans- 
fer all the wisden, and firmness, and affection, 
of E.'paicDt to the ofanrcb of God. 

///. JBy whom are elders chosen ? 

Not iy the wtagislfate : for his office is not 
of a spiritoal natnra, and is not recognised by 
scKiptuie in the cbnrch of Christ. The only 
sword to be used there, is " the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God." Tbe.autho- 
rity of the magistrate in religion being, for the 
most part, given np by those who renoaofle the 
GonnextDn between the church and the 'stale, 
it iH not necessary to examine this topic here. 
The CoBgregationalists of NewrEoglaad laid 
down B princ^ile, which, in faot, involved in it- 
the nature of an ecclesiastical establishment : 
VIZ. that, " It is the duty of the mi^strate to ' 
take care of matters of religion :" and, " to pat 
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forth hi* oa*reiT« pomr, if aay ^drofa feMI 
grow scbismatical," &c.— (See Platfonn, ob«f». 
xix. seot 6, 0.) Bat thia fatt of tb«r system 
Wfl are kot disposed to d*feHd, 

The Mthoritj of the ntagiatNte in ^ chnfob 
of Christ, 1 shall dismiss, by qnotieg the ctm- 
oeuiotis of three tmiaeot wrltws on thwA 
punts. 

CalTin thus speaks od tlsis subject, ia tii« 
foarth book of bis Inaljtates. 

"Those who imagine that tbe primitive 
state of the chnrob was bat tamponay, seeing 
that &e magistrate was, at that time, a stran- 
ger to the profession of our religion, are mis- 
taken t tor tJiej do vot ctweider tiia distinction 
and dissimilarity between the civil aad the ec- 
(Ae^astieAt aathority: since the cboMfa doth 
not possess the power ef the sword, either to 
pQHisb, or restrain, or force: it canaot Aat itf 
any ooe in prhon, or inflict aoy odier piuiidi* 
meat;, aft tlte magistrate is wont to do." * 

" The Mit&bteness of this gOverMsoM la Ibe 

■ " Nam qnod nomuiUi mnoia ills temporaria fsUie ina- 
ginantnr, qaum inagiatralas il reli);iaQiB DOBtrs profeuian* 
alUuI adha^ forent ■■ in eo rallaDtur, qaod noil auiinadir«T'- 
taM<|ii«itaBf alt dliciUnen, at qaali dMntflltad»eecte*bii* 
UfcK ct ebrltii potMUIU. Ne^ue eaba jos |ladil Mwt 
ecelaau, qa» f iwict tal aoercem i non impeHwa at cogat, 
noa carceren, non penaa aliaa qnn solent indigi a magii- 

Cdvlai iMtIt Sb. it. xi. *. 
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ma^strtite's (fAmiD}^ to it, nor does lose tbe 
right of: iostnictioD and excommoiucation, by 
his going from it." * 

,' 3. Tha choice of eidtrt it not in tkemsUvta: 
for, evra tbe apostles did not arbitrarily set 
over tbe ohdrcbes whom they woidd; , 
-I 3. Nor it it in patron*. The practice of dis- 
poning of the spiritual ioterestt of a certain 
number of individatdB, blether with the exact- 
ed emoluBents of a spiritual office, and consi- 
dering it as so much property, — as part of the 
goods and chattels of a patroQ, whereby one 
tboueand or ten thousand sonls are made de- 
pendent on one person ; (and he not often tbe 
6ttestto choose and appoint a minirter of the 
gospel and those sonls transferred from hand 
to h^ul, just according to the caprice or the 
interests of a patroni and bis friends or costom- 
eai;,ia, Burelji, a practice, not or^inating with 
onr Lord Jeans Christ and his apostles : and as 
to the edi^oolios and expedwrncy of it,-~expe- 
riSDce will affi^rd a direct and easy answer. 
.'4. Nor is (As ehmce of eldert in occaiioHal 
or stated hearers. Many do, indeed, imagine,, 
that the mere circumstance of attending a place 
of worsfa^, — espedially for any considerable 
lengUi of time, together with tbeir conlribn- 
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tions towurds the support of tlie worship of 
GodiMs snilicient to eatitle them to a voice in 
the election of church-officers. . 

It may be expedient and courteous, we ac< 
knowledge, to ask the opinion and the concur- 
rence of sQch individuals, in such matters ; but, 
until the distinction between a church.and a 
congregation can be pointed out tn the New 
Testament, and the rights aud privileges of a 
congregation, thus distinguished from a church, 
can be evinced from the sacred record, all such 
claims will be treated by enlightened and con- 
sistent ohristians as futile. The scripture re- 
cognises no hody, no individuals, as possess^g 
church-rights and privileges, but those who are 
of the church; nor is it natural or reasonable 
that it should. For what should we say of any 
person or persons, who, not being members of 
the House of Commons, or the Privy Council, 
should yet claim a share in the election of the 
speaker or the preaideot? The sune decency 
must surely be observed in the church of God. 

5. It follows of course, according to our pre- 
ceding arguments, that the choice of church- 
officers lies alone with Uie members of a par- 
ticnlar church. 

From the previous inquiry, respecting the 
officers of the church of Christ, we find, that, 
with regard to the matdier of kinds, it cannot be 
established from seripture and the earli^t anti- 
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quity, that there were more than fteo, Intesded 
for the tiharch in perpetnity, vix. the bishop, 
and the deacon ; and that the third office of Icty- 
ebbr, as mamtomed by Presbyterians, and, at 
least, the «itriy CongregationidistB, is merged 
in the office of deacon, and properly belongs to 
it. In this respect, therefore, the sentiments 
of Independents, in general, appear more cor- 
rect with regard to the nnmber of kinds «¥ 
charch-officers ; though, perhaps, they harGr 
yet to learn, bow to Mend the dnties of the lay- 
elder of the Presbyterians and the Congfega- 
tion^ists in the character of the deao<m. 

With regard to tt« authority of tlden, ire 
mnst cODctnde, that t]w sentiments of the ge- 
' nnine Gongr^ationalist are more in hannonj 
wi& acriptnre, than those of the PKsbyteriab 
and tiie Independent; since, the Congregatioii- 
alist endeavonrs to adjust fuid preserve the nice 
bdance of'pouer and prrvilege," betveen the 
elders and the church : white, in the otfaa- 
canes, thongh in opposite respects, hoth power 
and privilege are cast into one scale ; thePres* 
byterian claiming too raoefa for the elder, ami 
the Independent denying him his jnet doe. 

And, lastly, with regard to the choice of 
chnroh-officers, os it is a popular right, the tn- 
dependeulB, chiefly, have the advantiqfe tif 
scripture aatfaority on their side. Those Pres' 
byterians and Congregationalists, who woQld 
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vest this choice in the magistrate, or in any 
other party, save the particalar church to vbicli 
the choice relates, are for depriving the people 
of God of an ancient and invalaable privilege, 
which they are bonnd to redeem ind to pre- 
serve. 
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CHAPTER V. 

The relation of the churches to each 
other. 

The priDcipal difference between Presbytery 
and lodependency, as before observed, consists 
in the aristocracy and the democracy of their 
charch-g'ovemments. In strict Independency 
the voice of the people determines every thing, 
ajtd the decision of the m^ority in & chnrcb, ad- 
mits of no appeal : every cbaroh stands distinct 
by itself, and unrelated to any other cbnrch ; 
nor is there any thing like " obedience to them 
that have the rale over them." 

In Presbytery the people have no voice. 
Every chorch-act, in the way of government, ts 
performed by a few to whose jndgment and will 
the many are subject. No one church can ma- 
nage its own affairs, — they are all managed /or 
^em, and, if oggrieved, they have only an ap> 
peal, which may be carried to a distant court, 
flind be judged of to a great disadvantage. 

In the scripture a medium is observed be- 
tween these extremes. 
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The competency of eacb particolar oharch to 
manage its own afiairs in general, and of its 
officers to minister and role Ihereini accovding 
to the scriptnres, is apparent throogboat the 
New Testament; and especially from what the 
Apostle says to the Corinthians; " Fnt away 
from among yoaraelves that wicked, person." 
He expected them to have done this withont 
his Interference. And his letters being ad- 
dressed to the churches, rather than to. their 
ministers, bespeaks their competency to deli- 
berate in an individual capacity, . On the othn 
band, we have to see, whether there is not '.a 
provision made for the nnity of the chnrehm in 
faith and order, by a mntaal watobfaloess, sym- 
pathy, and care. That the oharches do stand 
related to one . another, as parts of a gnat 
whole, as jnembers of one redeemed family, and 
one; general assembly, hereafter to meet in hea- 
ven, tiiere c^ be no donbt. ";We ,b^Dg 
many," says the Apostle, " are one .body." 
And to the churches of Galatia ; " Ye are all 
one in Christ Jeans," 

The queation is. Under what form doQS' this 
anion sabsist, and what are the d*ties arising; 
out of it^ ■ , . 

In answer to tJie first inquiry, we 'reply. 
There is a local, attd ■ nttghhourhf cutociation of 
chvrihea, vniting, by common cotu*nt,fw the 
ends propQ^. 



f, Google 



70 

This appewB clear fmm tit» Eplstl* to the 
GalaiJau, vbeEUD the Apostle seems to m> 
Qorporate them into a looal aasociatios, nniiad 
by cemHon intereats uid commeD ties, by de- 
Douinatin^ them " tJu churcbta rf Qtilatm," 
as he does, elsewhere, by speaking of " the 
chorcbesof Jadea/'and " the churches of Maoe- 
deaiB." The brethren were addressed in this 
leoal iooorporated character, and in it they 
acted. Let ns view, for a moment, the instutee 
of ike chorcbes of Galatia. There had bees 
mongr them a geaeral defeolion from the tmth 
of the gospel We do not know tiat all the 
(Aorehes, witfaont exertion, bad bees tainted 
with Ae error: fr«Mtt the lai^^age used, we 
shonM rather think not : the Apostle intimates 
that SMoe had not fallen from the doctrines of 
grace. " Chiist is become of no effect onto 
yon, wAoMMiMr of yon are jnstified by the lav." 
— Tet this admonit«7 epistle was addressed to 
them all. 

A ]^-aoticBl epistle of thn nature was snely 
intended to be followed Up by some praotieal 
eflibotj. A letter addressed to all natnrally re< 
paired an mswerj/nHis aU. Bnt in order to do 
this, the local association mast come into exer- 
eise, — ^the dmrebes of Ctalatia must sondnw 
meet tt^^edier, umI arrange the contents of dieir 
answer :— 4hey mast come to s^e anitod de- 
termination, as to what they beliered, aod what 



■=mnGoo«^Ic 



71 

tbfiy wontd i*. One thing they were to do was, 
to " citf »ff those who troabled tfaem." When 
they had done w, they vonLd infonn the Aj^oif- 
tie that hi» ioUnuttioa aod advice had been conn- 
plied with. To do 8o in a commoa letter, was 
to do a aomnioD act. It wot tha act of the 

ASSOUUT£D CHUBCHEB OF GjUATlA. 

The MAM line of argniBeDt may be adopted, 
witii Petard to another preoept relative to diaci- 
plioe. " Brethren," says tbe Apostle, " if a 
nuB be overtaken in a faalt, ye. who an apiri- 
bJAl, restore swch an one in the spirit ckf meek- 
ness." And again ; " Bear ye one aaetbar'i 
bardeas, and so fiiJfil the law of Christy "* Tbi* 
implies that the associated choruhas weie to 
taJce a matna) intoreat in each ethet ; to watch 
over one another, to do foed* " ecpecially to 
them who were of the boosebffU of faith," — 
the gmat> family of Christ JeNia ia Galatia, and 
elsflwbeEe throngbont the world. 

W« find, also, in the business of nalung a 
oolleotioB ftH* the. poor saints ia Jadea, that the 
Apostle gtivo " ocder to the churches of Gtda- 
tia" for every one, upon, the firtt. day of the 
week, to lay by bin in sbNHi; tJtat when tha 
Apottlo came, " thwe migiht be no gather- 
iRga.''t Now, onlesa th«re bitd been a comtoon 
taeasiwer, ifippiated by the ohwokeso Aen 
mnst have be«i very extencive gathariMga in 
• Oai. tI. 1, 8. t I Cw. »»l- 1. 
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the province of Cr8lBtia,'and the Apostle woald 
have been mnch detained on his joarney. The 
pecuniary affurs, lelative to the benevolence 
of the cbarches, were, therefore, transacted in 
an associated capacity. 

The same may be said of the chorches of 
Macedonia and Achata. " Their boapty wcu 
made up," as the AposHe says, according; to bo- 
tice given; that " the same mij^t be ready."* 

Messengers were also ^pointed, as dele- 
gates from the churches to other cbnn^es. 
The Apostle speaks of a brother, who was 
"CHOSBN BY THB CHUBOHBS" to travel with ' 
him and his companions from Macedonia to 
Judea, with the contribations of the churches. 
This choice of the churchea of Macedonia, is as 
clearly an associated act, as in the case of the 
churches of Galatia. 

Another remarkable instance, tending to 
show the praoticat nature of this association, 
oocnrs in the case of the meeting in Jerusalem, 
on the question referred to the church there, by 
the church at Antioch. That the messengere 
did not merely represent the single churoh at 
Antioch, seems clear from the answer returned ; 
viz. " To the brethren, which are of the Gen- 
tiles in Antioch, and Syria, and Cilioia :" and 
to them the Apostle went with the answw. 
(See Acts XV. 41.) 
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Aj the tranaaotions of tbis meetiDg at Jern- 
salem bave been viewed in different lights, and 
hava really had a most important inflaeoce, aa 
an anthority, in the history of the., chnrch of 
Christ, it may be proper to consider, a little 
mora at large, the citcnmstances of the ciise. 

The qneitioQ raised is. Was this an inspired 
meeting or not? filr. Brown, ifi his vindication 
of Presbytery, affirms that it was uninspired, 
and that it affords a model for tlie Presbyterian 
way. Mt. CarsoB, in answer. to Hr. JJi^vu, 
(Letter x.) pronoonces tbe meeting aUogether 
extraordinary and inspired ; and argues, that it 
is no rule for oar prooeedii^s in chorch affairs. 
This I am not disposed to admit. And yet if 
Mr. Brown's premises should be allowed to be 
tnie, his conclosion by no means follows. That 
the meeting was QOt what we may call an extra- 
qrdiiiary and inspired meeting, appears to me 
to be the fact from the following conside- 
rations. 

F^rst. It does not bear the marks of an in- 
spired meeting on the face of it. We find no 
sodden and extraordinary revelations commani- 
eated by the Holy Ghost to any one, nor any 
OQtward «jgn to aUest the words of any one 
tfeakei: on tiie contrary, we find there was 
'* Biaoh dispvtiDg," arising from a differen^ep ;of 
opinion amtng some. of the ehnroh, of the-«ect 
of the Pharisees. 
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50COiHtty. The qnestioo was aiffsed and 
debated in a rational BMumer, and a conclaaion 
onaniaonsly adopted on the groands broa^ 
forward ia tli e debate, l^e soared 'writer 

lat. On the airival of Paul and Ssratiim at 
Jernialem, a geoeml aieethig woe valted, cod- 
Bisting of the npMitles akd elders, with the 
whole 4^iircb. 

I^dly. That they cane to " ctmridtr" of tias 
matter ; to look into- the oa«e : (ilkit) for, as it ap- 
pears Stom the seDtimoits of the bdieving 
Pharisees, the case bad bot yet eotite broadly 
before them. Sex Itiat even at Jemsalem, as 
well as at AatioGfa, when the qnestitm was 
started, Iboe was room fer a ^eat dt^eBoe 
of opinion. 

3rdly. Hence, whenthey met, apre% vAtm 
and long debate immediately . took place : ' but, 
as itappeiirs, withont proidocing ina^ saUBfac* 
tion. At Imgtb Peter rcae np, and delivered a 
short bnt -pitiky spetob, ^Aerein he roninded 
the asaanbly of the fact that hbi OMmtrCd . a 
considerable time before, in the eduversitm of 
the Gentiles fhroagh him ;— referriag, in 'all 
probability, to Cornelias and hb 'ftmily, vith 
otiiers, who had reoeiTedtlie miracnkiDs gifts 
of the Spirit at the time, althoagh ib a «tMe of 
uneirtsumciMiim; thereby establishing the doc- 
trine, Thieh, before this, even Pdter himself 
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did not uaderstand, that ",'iieitbw oircaAcisioB 
availeth any thing, nor nncircnmcision, but 
faith which worketh by love ;" oDd, that, an the 
Holy Ghost had thiu pot " no di&rence" be- 
tween the circumcuied and the anoircnmcised, 
it was wrong: to " pat a yoke npon the neok" of 
the GentJJe ooDve/ts, which, by themselves as 
Jews, had been found insi^port&ble. 

A very favonrable imprenion was thus pro- 
duced UD the meeting by this eetiaible and per- 
tioent speech ; for " the whole mtltitud^ then 
" kept silence," and very attentively listened to 
the interesting narrative of Barnabas and 
Panl, wherein they told of the miracles and 
wonders God bad wronght amcmg the Gentiles 
by them i tluis cmfirming, by a long indaction 
of tmdeniable fact*, the doctrine and the con- 
dnsiou of the former speaker. Having finished 
their narration, James, an apostle highly ve- 
nerated by the whole chnrch at Jerusalem, 
arose and reqaested a hearing. Following ap 
the impression now made on the minds of the 
hearers, he strengthens the argument of bis 
brother P^er, by i|uotiBg a very soilable and 
conchuive passage frqm the Prophets, whereby 
it was shown to have been the intention of 
God, age(t before, to incorporate the nncircam- 
cised Gentiles into the christian cb^cfa. 
Wherefore, he also draws a conclusion from 
the premises so completely proved aqd eMa- 
B 2 
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blUhed; and deUfera bia s<JemD and decided 
sentence or judgment (>f>M>) on the case in 
hand. 

The debate, therefore, -which began in con- 
fusion, by this wiie management, was thns hap- 
pily bronght to an issne ; to that conviction 
seemed to settle on every mind, and was pro- 
ductive of the most barmoninns and nnanimons 
act and deed. " llien pleased it the apostles 
and elders, untH the whole church, to send cho- 
sen men of their own company to Antioch, with 
Paul and Barnabas," and by them letters, con- 
taining the decision of the meeting. 

Thirdly. That is was to obtain advice ^nd 
the best opinion on the important subject in 
hand, that the chnrcb at Antioch sent PanI and 
Barnabas to Jerusalem ; and not to obtain a re- 
velation of the Spirit, is clear, because Pan), 
at least, was inspired as much as Pet^r and 
James, or any ene at Jerusalem, and was as well 
qnalified to give an inspired decision. But it 
seems to have lieen the will of God, that this 
occurrence shoald take place, in order to show 
the nature of the relation of churches to each 
other; and to instruct them how to decide a 
donbtftit matter, arising in a particular church : 
that, where a church with its ciders, after using 
all the powers and befps which they possess, 
ere, after all, unable to come to an agreement, 
they may and ought to seek the assistance of 
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uther cbareh«, whose anperier wisdom, or in- 
formation, or experience, with the blessing of 
God, may afford tliem a sound and satisfoctory 
opinion. 

Fourthly. From the contents of their letter 
of advice, it appears, that a part, at least, of the 
senteoce was not irreversible. James proposes 
sometbing for the observance of the Gentiles, 
which seems to have been derived from the Mo- 
saic law, and to have arisen from his feelings' 
and habits as a Jew, to which the multltade, 
which was Jewish also, wOnld readily assent ; 
and which, thoagb more enlightened, the apos- 
tle Paul, unwilling to distnrb the harmony of 
the meeting, by introdncii^; a further discus- 
sion on points not fandameutid, would oot be 
inclined to oppose. James proposes to advise 
the Gentiles to " abstain from things strangled, 
and from blood." That snoh advice was not in 
perfect accordance with the spint of the gospel 
dispensati^, and was adapted only to an in- 
fantile state of the chnrcb, appears from the 
doctrine of the apostle Paul, who says, " I 
know and am persuaded by ihe Lord Jesns, 
Ihat there is notbisg unclean of itself."* Again; 
" Every creatoro of God is good, and nothing 
to be refused, if it be received with thanks- 
giving: for it is sanctified by the word o£ God 

* Kom. xiv. 14.* 
8 3 
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aud prayer."* And, finally; " Wbatsrtever is 
sold in the shambles, that eat, asking no qaes'- 
tlonfor coiioieDoesBke.''-f' Now, if this decree 
was inspired, in the proper sense of the term, 
the two apostles vonid not be IbanA to main- 
tatD sentiDmrts ae macb at variance with each 
other. 

To these arganmtts it will be objected, that 
the contents of- the letter of Are church shoir 
'that their decision was truly and properly in- 
spired : for it is said, " It seemed gvod' to t^ 
Holy Ghost and to ns, to lay upon' yon no 
greater burden than these necessary things." 
Sus. And, ftirther, that the decisions of the 
meeting ara called " dterees." (Acts xvi. 4.) 
To this we answer, 

1st. That this phraseology jmst be made to 
agfee witti tte character of tlie meeting, wMeh 
we hare proved not to possess the marks of in- 
8pirati<Hi. 

Sndly. That tiie letter does not claim the 
pfu^icnlar anthority of the Holy Ghost, for the 
decision respecting ciroamcision ; but rather 
contents itself with denying the aatheritj of 
tiiose persons who bad gone to Antiooh, " snb- 
verting Hw souls of the dlsciplesi" 

%dly. That what is enjoined on tiie disoiples, 
as of inspired aatbority, relates to matters 

• 1 Tim? 1». 4, 8. t 1 Cor. x. 89. 
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aboTit wbieh there wu, apparaii%, bo dispnto 
it Antiooh, ins. " abitainin^ fnunineRbs o0isnd 
to idols." 6co. Sco. ' 

4Uily. That eren tine inspired aothority does 
not appear to arise out of any. particalar reve- 
lation of tbe.Spirit to this meeting: bat is 
rather mentioned as tlie oonclaiioQ of their ar- 
gnmeots and discussions, vhesaby they had dis- 
covered the. mind of the Spirit fr(»B the Old 
_ TestiUBeat sctiptatea: or, BceDrdiag to Dk 
Whithy, in loeum, " tiie reaMO v^y ibe ooim* 
oil h«Ke assembled nie these wi»da, is not b&- 
caose they Ghnllesged to thenselTes any infalli- 
ble msiilanoe of ttte Holy Ghost in tiiek coit- 
T«ntw»>, tathet than in their dispersions, bnt 
only Hpon tins acoomt, beotose ^ Holiy 
Ohost hadi by a mimola declared the tntth' of 
«h«tthey had then deoceed; that is, by fatting 
dowfl upon Commas, and his friends, and his 
kinsfolk, who wete AoBwna, aad only proselytes 
of the gate at aost; and to not cirenmci- 
sad," 8do. 

Sftly. Tlie appUoation of the tcnn " dtereaf 
(Iftrfunv) to the decision nX this synod, does, 
by no means, prove it to have been aa extraoE- 
dinary neetJDg, which is not to be copied by 
the chnrch in sabseqaent times : for, takm in 
comiexioB with all ve hare sud, the term 
most sot-dy be considered to mean no mtMce 
than the solemn and final detenninalioD of a 
E 4 
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eieeting, ffpecitrfly csDvened to c«wnder ao im- 
portant qaestion. 3%is decision carried -widi 
it, andonbledly, a certain auIAurt^ .- it was the 
deeision of oompetent jad^s, who 'had been 
applied to for advice and aatiistanoe by the 
parties interested : it came from the fountain- 
head of Christianity, — from the mbther-charcfa ; 
and wss 'the result of their united visdOm and 
experience. It vaa, therefore, weH calculated 
to check. Ibe fabe doctrine of the Jewibfa Eeelots, 
tatd to eomfort and satisfy the minda of the 
Gentile converts.: as rach it woold be respected. 
And is there any thing in this unsuitable to the 
preset dayt Might nota donbtfnl matter be 
rrfecred by as to onr neigbb<mrs, with a skiubr 
advantage? Do we not; in fact, make the 
samis kind of appeal, when we poblirii to the 
woHd, by means of the press, thoie- disputes 
which arise in churches, and those controver- 
sial diffNences, vhich occar in natters of Jaith 
and discipline ; and are we not anxioos to ob- 
tain a favoarable verdict from the jfmblic at 
large? And, if the public approve onr smti- 
mentSi'do we not consider the matter as de- 
«ided, and do we not r»t satisfied with the 
authority^ which pali^o opinion gives to onr 
case ? ■ ■ 

I see notbingi tberdore, wbioh will not well 
agree with this eonolnsion respecting the meet- 
ing at Jerusalem, that it was not an extraordi- 
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Buy and inspired ineetiiig, which we hare no 
right to imitate. It swinS to me that it was 
really intended as a nKJdel for as in .similar 
cases, whereby we may obtain assistance and 
setisfactian : asd, if so, that this instance of 
connexion betwwn Astioch, Syria, Citicia, 
and Jerasalena, goes to establish the general 
principle of a settled local associatioo of 
churches, as well as of a special convocation. 
From this indaction of soriptnre evidence, 
' therefore, it appears that christians and chris- 
tian churches are not insulated from each other, 
without a conmon interest, without sympathy, 
witlMul connexion, without order. The same 
kind of relation subsists between churches, as 
between individual members. " All the mem- 
ber," and all the churches, are to have " the 
same care one of another ;" and, " whether one 
member," or one church " suffer, all the mem- 
bers," and ^1 the churches, " suffer with it: or 
one member," or church, " be honoured, dl the 
members," and churches, " rejuce with it :" * 
— a sentiment addressed by the Apostle, not to 
the CorinUiians alone, but to " ail that, in every - 
place call on the name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord." " Christ is not divided." We are all 
" the body of Christ, and members in particu- 
lar :" each has his place and his duties. Ch-der 

• 1 Cor. lii. ao. 
B 5 
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is the very Hfe of tba cbristiBB body. Wbea 
the batnral body is mftterially diaordered, it 
decays end dies. A healthfal, vifforons, or- 
derly pmcednre of the basiness »iid dntJes of 
the cbristJan body, in respect both to ohorohei 
and to individaals, is the tife of the christiflii 
cause. Who will cOndema these inquiries, 
then, as trivial asd anprofitable : iai who wiif 
plead for that proad, cold-hearted, seUsh, un- 
social spirit, which severs ^ churches from 
each other; bids idl sympathy, all admonition, 
all inquiry, all advice stand aloof; strong in its 
ovu sufficiency, and indifferent whether others 
stand or fall, whether they are griev«d or 
pleased, hcmonred or reproached; too high- 
minded to seek counsel in time of difficulty, 
or aid in time of distress; and scorning, witii 
a proud and jealous eye, the kind sotieitnde of 
a nei^bour and a brother? This unamiable 
and an ti- christian spirit may be denominated 
" standing fast in the liberty wherewidt Christ 
bath made us free;" but we venture to assert, 
that the Apostle never contemplated Hie de- 
struction of christian fellowship, when he 
taught the Galatians tu resist the attempts of the 
Jews, in their endeavours to impose apon tbem 
the yoke of Levitlcal ceremonies : he does not, 
surely, intend to contradicthiiiiself;~or rather, 
the Holy Spirit does not desi^ to break that 
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" uwity of tb« Spirit," Mid that " &mfJ «f 
pcaee," ii^iiA he vaifonuly, ipctilcates. 

Otk this intocestiBg mltycct, I shBll ooDvcy 
my seotitiiMtB mora fbrcil^y, by adojrtiDg die 
bngaa^ of an eAimable friend, the Rev. Dr, 
Wudlaw, in a sennon preaebefl by him oa oc- 
oasMw of the sieeting of the Consngatiooal 
Uniou for Scotland, May, 1817. " To erery 
attentive reader of the New Testan^, there 
mart forcibly preseat itself the idea of a Duioo 
more extenuve ^an that mibsisliBg anxm^f the 
members of each 'christian society; even a 
iinimi among all th« ehurch«$i — sQch a nnioD 
as roidwed a member of ene, virtaidty a mem- 
ber of alt ; Uie whole of them in Jadea and S^ 
maria, in Aaia and in Barope,— " Arom tern.- 
salon, xonnd about ante Illyrionm," — being 
linked to^^cther is one. extensive and harmtmi- 
oos. brotherhood; ind^>cndent societies, yet 
aoknowl^ging ene another, at " aU one in 
Christ Jeans ;" — separate flocks, each with its 
own appropriate pastors, bat all the joint pro- 
perty, and the oonstant and equal care of 
" the good Sbeplierd, who gave hu life for 
th0. sheep." . , 

" The heart that it aot charmed wi^t such a 
view.oaonotsDrely be in harmony with the spirit 
of the New Teatament, To every mind that has 
been framed, aader divine influence, upon the ■ 
peinciplai of tiie gospel of peace, and that is not 
E 6 
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.wfuped aad oacroved by nnfaappy prejadie^ 
it cannot fail to ^pe&r anipeakably ddigbtful, 
Ksd isapremdy . desintble : — every departare 
from it most be deeply lamented,^ and every ap- 
proach to it mnst be hailed #itb move than aa- 
tisfactioii, and promoted with.all the. ardour of 
afieotionate zeal. While, tbweTore, we plead, 
distinctly trnd deoidedly, for the indepraiduice 
v{ thecbarobaB, as a fundamental priacipleio 
their primitive constitntioo, let as beware of 
ruDoing to an nnscriptaral estreiiie,-~of so con- 
|>letely disoaituig; and insuJa^g them from 
zOne another, as to present to view a nnmbw 
.of obri«ttan societies, each in itself thoroagbly - 
jorganised, bat without any bond, or feelii^, or 
act 'of mntaaj ccnoexioQ:— so that, instead of 
the lovely harmony, of reciprocid confidence, 
and friendly intnconrse, we dioald behold each 
church, like a separate fortress, snrroanded 
rwith its waHs and ramparts, with spira on the 
battlements, and sentinels at the gates, watch- 
ing, with ankions jeblonsy, to pravent the . en- 
trance of intruders from the rest. If it be at 
all probable that any disetple shoald relish 
such a state of things, or entertun a sini^ 
wish fof any thing resembling it, let him ntiver 
'mention his desire to see christians retoiDiDg 
to primitive simplicity and aposb^c order: 
-for, in troth, that to which bis wishes are di- 
rected, is as nalike the condition of the 
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cfavf^es ID the tiine» of the apeiUM, m divi- 
•ion is to ddUjt, oe hatred and bmtiUtjr to afifiec- 
tion aed peace. His deaire, were it gratified, 
would realiBe a aoene, which we o&n«ot too 
devoutly depreoate, and to which it would be 
«nr duty to aiibmit, — " no not for an hoar." - 

, Th» principle of uuion, assodation. and in- 
teiooarae, now contended for, was admitted 
and acted opoo, as far as circmmtanoes woald 
admit, in the first agea of Christianity ; andkas, 
in a measare, generally been.maiatained, ando- 
diiiier«it forms, to the preeent day. Antiquity, 
however, fiuniabes ns with little or no lights 
as to the existence of those local aMOGiatioQB> 
by which the unity of the chnrvhes of Christ 
was at first preaerved. We have accouats of 
i^&ods iud councils wherein the [ffinciple is 
acknowledged ; bat history reoords not, pro- 
bably, eren the first of these. The synods of 
Rome, Carthage, France, and Palestine, in 
the second and third centnries, can hardly be 
nippdsed.to be ^e fint of the kind. Nor is it 
material to be unable to trace exactly the his- 
tory of. local associations of chnrcfaes, when we 
find the principle, and we think also the fact, 
of their existence, in the Scripture itself. We 
shall - pass over the reference to aatiqnity, 
therefore, with quoting the words of Lord 
Chancellor King: " Every chnrch was, in 
this sense, independent ; i, e. without the con* 
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enmnee -mi wtfaorit; of say other oln]|>Dfa, it 
had a ■offiewnt riglit «od pov«T m itielf to 
pattisli and ekaatise a^ it* driinqnent and 
offendw; menbers. But yeti in awAher sense, 
it waa depaudant, aa ooniidared with otber 
churobM, aa part of the chnreh imiTeieat. A 
partjenlar oharoh was not tb« irbola ohnrah of 
Ckmt, bat only a part or member of tbe oni- 
tonat enet aad, aa one msmber of the natn- 
ral body bath a regard to all the oilier mem- 
bora thereof, ao a particnln chucb, irhioh was 
bnt QBC laember of tbe univwsal, had r^ation 
Hid reapeot f u the otber meinbers thereof. 
Heaoe, theagh the labocrs and iaapeetioiu of 
Ae Bishops vera more pecsliarly ooathted to 
thew own parisbes, yet, as miuisters of <tbe 
ehurch anivanal, thoy employed a gettcrtd 
kind of 4nflpeotioD otbt oAer tdiorohes afeo, 
ebsormg' their conditian and (droanstaiioes. 
Bad givhig ante them aw acoootit erf' their own 
Mate and paatora."* 

After so l«g and dreary a ni^t, dariMg 
which the ohavoh slombered and di^amed of 
^ ott moDstroQs, all prodigious things," if is 
not to be wondered at, that, en its awekiog, it 
should atasoat have forgotten its former self. 
However, it is most certain, that, on the^int 
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BOW io band, tfie puritans and noB-oODformiBts 
were pretty g^rally agreml. 

Dr. Ames, as the moatk of his bretfaron aod 
tfae cfanrchee, epeaks as follovs : " They (the 
congregationaliats) affirm, that Christ has not 
placed any one ehnroh andcr the eoclegiastical 
jnrisdictiOB of another, but that it is acconotable 
to him alone for its acts. Hence, if any ctinreh 
shall err altogether in matters of faith and 
piety, they deny that the sane power exists, 
jure divino, in other efaarahes,- or tiw'mlers of 
other churches, to chaatiie and restrain, as is 
granted to a particular obonth. It is the du^ 
of chiffofaes, however, to assist other chnrabea 
by advice and adwmmtiiM, that tb«y may wateJi 
gainst contagion in others, as well as in them- 
selves "t 

On this point some of the most emmoit of 
Ute early Independents, wh» ranked with ih» 
Browniats, entertained sieular views. The 
teamed and pious Henry Ainswortb, in a Trea- 
tise on the Commum<m of 8aints, chcip. xxir. 
tbas speaks of the oomRUioioB of cfanrcWs : — 

" From these few examples, otmpwed with 
tfae former general daties of all Chriatiaiu, 
may appear how churches owe heJp, oon^rt, 

i Hanm turn ooiMiUg admoBUumibiuqiie janft alJMi 
etiam at ubimet de coiitagione proipiciinl { moDflre; et 



MN Google 



and r^resbing, one to utother, as tbey have 
need aod ability ; and ihonid not one earj or 
vex another; but, aj Ephraim and Judab, flee 
toother upon the shonldera of the common 
enemy, yet avoiding both ambiUon aod con- 
fosion. For, idthongh we n»y advige, exhort, 
warn, reprove, &c., so far as christian love end 
p«««r extoideth; yet find we no authority 
committed to one congregation over auolher, 
for excoramnnioating the same, as every church 
hath oveitber own members. Christ reserveth 
this power in his own band, to remove the can- 
dlesticks oat of their places, if they aio, and 
r^ent not. And be, in his Epistles to the 
Seven Chnrches, dealeth with every one of them 
severally, for their own estate and faults, npt 
imputiDg the sins of one unto another; thoagh 
the admonitions given to every woe were to be 
a warning to all charches, even whosoever had 
an ear. to hear. Neither juay membo^ disoc- 
deriy mo from cbnrcb to charcfa, which tnay 
work .^ronbls. and coafnsion; for avoiding 
whereof^ ia the apoistle*' days, liters nf com* 
mendation were written for soch as by .occa- 
sion .travelled to other placen, that they might 
be eateemed and received as brethren ; as, on 
the contrary, false teachers, heretics, excom- 
mnnicates, and snob like, be sbnnned and 
avoided." 
The pla^rm of the New-England charches 
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exhibits the same doctrine : " Although 
cbnrches be dittinct, and Iherefore may not be 
con/b»R(Je</ one with another ; aiid eqwal, aad 
tbtfrefore have not dominion one over another ; 
yet all the ckia-ehts ought to pr«s«rve church- 
cotnmuKion one with another, because they are 
all QDited onto Christ, not only as a mystical, 
bat as a political Head ; whence is derived a 
communion suitable thereto."* 

The persons who professed tbift doctrine, 
established a local association of elders and 
brethren, which met regularly in synod and 
presbytery. The presbyterial meeting took 
place once in six weeks ; or, if needfnl, more 
frequently. The synod was held annnally. 
' A similar practice was adopted in Worces- 
tershire by Mr. Baxter and others, together 
with their cbnrches, in Kidderminster and the 
neighbonrfaood, with great advantage to good 
order. (See Celamy's Life of Baxter, vol. i. 
page 117.) 

This doctrine was held, moreover, by the 
Savoy Meeting in 1658. In the preface to the 
declaration, drawn up by Dr. John Owen, in 
the name of the meeting, it is said; " This 
aecord of onr's hath Mien ont withoot having 
hdd any correspondency together, ot prepared 
consultation, by which we might come to be 

■ Sn Platfonn, disp. xr. 
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advised of one aoolher's miads. We allaga 
DOtthuuaDtatterof oommeodationin SB; b», 
ire ackDQwledge it to bave been a great aeg- 
Uot; and. aocordingly, one of the &st prop6< 
■als for nniott among xa, was, " that tb'eie 
might bo a constant cormpondrawe held 
among the charches for counsel and mntual 
edlficatkm, for time to come, to pwvent the 
like omission ■" 

" We ccmfoss, that, from the first, every, or 
at leact the generality, of oor chnrchee, have 
bean, in « maooer, lilce so many ships, (thongh 
holing frarth the same general colonns,) 
laoBched aingly, aod sailing apart and al<we 
in the vast ooean of tkete tanaUnatiBg timea ; 
and th^, exposed, to every vied of doctrhie, 
nader do other conduct than the vord and 
Spirit, asd their particajai eldwa and princir . 
pal brathr^i vittuat asseciations amaag tluiBi> 
■elves, or. ack maoh as holing ocd conuwm 
lights to others, whereby to know whwe tiiey 
were. 

" Bat yetiWhilewe dMucoofeas, to onrown 
ifaamfl, this neglect, let all ugkwtvledge that 
Ged has ordered it for lus high end gseetw 
^ory; in that, his singular care and powei 
■boold have ao wdohed av«r eat^ of these, 
as thataU should be fooad to have steered their 
coarse by the same chart, and to have been 
boDud for one and the same port; and that 
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apon Ihia gen«rat searah aov made, the same 
holy attd blessed trntfas of all sorts, wbioh are 
cnrrent and varrantable among all the other 
ohnrches o( Christ in the world, should be 
foand to be oar lading." * 

The twentjHflfth article of their deolamtioD 
mBB thns : " A« all chnrches, and all the man- 
hers of them, are bomid to pray oontinafdly for 
the good and prosperity of alt tfae charches of 
Christ, in all places ; and npon all occasions to 
farther it, — every one vj&in the bomids of their 
places and callings, in the exercise of their 
gifts and graces, — so the chnrches themselves, 
when planted by the providence of Ood, so as 
that they may' have oppertaoity and advantage 
for it,' — onght to bold oomaninioD amongst 
themselves, for their peace, increase of love, 
and mataal edification." 

Such were the sentiments of the Congrega- 
tional chnrches in England in 1656. 

The same kind of declaration was made by 
the Presbyterians and Independents of London 
and its vicinity, when united in the year X990i 
Among other tilings set forth in their deed 
of union, touching the commanion of chnrches, 
there is this clause : — " We agree that we are 
most willing and ready to give an account of 
our ohnrch proceedings to each other, when de- 

* Pr«Ac« to the Savoy Deeluation, page n, 
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sired) for preventing or remoTing any ofienoes 
that may arise among us. Likewise, we stiall 
be ready to give tbe right band of fellowsfaip, 
and walk together according to the gospel roles 
of communion of chnrcfaes." * 

Aboflt the same period a similar deolwation 
was made by the Presbyterians and Inde- 
pendents of the West of England. 

The statements and reasonings of Dr. Owen 
on this subject in bis treatise " Of the tme na- 
tnre of a gospel charch and its govemmenl," 
seem to be undeniable. His sentiment is this: 
" The union of all churches before described 
in one head, by one Spirit, through one faith 
and worship, nnto the same ends, dotfa so com- 
pact them into one body mystical, as that none 
of them is or can be complete absolutely, witfa> 
out a joint acting with other members of the 
same body, onto the common good of the whole, 
as occasion doth require. And this joint acting 
with others in any church, can be no otherwise, 
but by common advice and counsel, which na- 
tural ciroomstances render impossible by any 
means, but their convention in synods, by their 
messengers and delegates. For, althoogh 
there may be some use of letters missive, and 
was so eminently in the primitive churches, to 



■ Article IV. Hetdi of AgreenlBnt, Sec, in CaUmy'i 
Life sf Baxter, pes* 480. vdU i. 
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ask the advice of one another in difficnlt cases ; 
(as the Jirst instance we have of comDinnion of 
churches, after the days of the apostles, is in 
the letter of the church of Corinth unto that of 
Rome, desiring their advice about the com- 
posing of a difference among them, and the 
answer of the cbnrch of Rome thereunto;) 
yet- many cases may fall out among them, 
which cannot be reconciled or determined, 
but by present conference, such as that re- 
corded. Acts XV. No church, therefore, is ^o 
independent's that it can always, and in all 
cases, observe the duties it owes unto the Imrd 
Christ, and the church catholic, by all those 
powers which it is able to act in itself dis- 
tinctly, without conjunction with others. And 
the church that confines its duty unto the acts 
of its own assemblies, cuts itself off from the 
external communion of the church catholic ; 
nor will it be safe for any man to commit the 
conduct of his soul to such a church." * 

In illustration of the nature and practical 
. effect of the union and association now pleaded 
for, we refer to the letter addressed by several 
of the Congregational ministers of London, (at 
the head of whom were Dr. Goodwin, Dr. 
Owen, Mr. Caryl, &c.)to the Congregational 
churches of New-England, in the year 166&, 

* See Owen on a Qotptl Cbnrch, chapter si. 
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on occaaiati of the ptuushmeDt of fiome fanKtics 
and otherSf who greatly disturbed the peace of 
the colony. The Ixmdoa ministers were scan- 
dalised at the infliction of a temporal ponisfa- 
ment on a religions account; and, in a very af- 
fectionate and faithful epistle, remonstrate with 
their trans-atiantic brethren, coDcInding thus : 
" We only taake it our hearty request to yon, 
that yoa would trust God with his tmths and 
ways, so far, as to suspend all rigorous pro- 
c^^ings in corporal restraints or punishments 
on pOTSons that dissent from yoa, and practise 
the principle of their dissent, without danger 
or disturbance to the civil peace of the place." 
(See Mather's History of New-Sqghind, book 
yii. chap. 4.) This " excellent letter," as it is 
jnstly styled by Dr. Mather, produced, at 
length, its iotended effect. The just princi- 
ples of religions liberty were publicly acknow- 
ledged ; the limits of civil magistracy were de- 
fined ; and hereby was suffered to die a nataral 
death. 

The princqtle of local associations among 
elders and chnrcbes, being thus established, 
from scripture and the concnrring testimony 
and practice of the, minority of pious and learn- 
ed men in the two connexioira, it only remains • 
for us to draw, the conclusion, that it is the will 
of God, that the chnrcbes of Christ should be 
firmly united to^et^er; and |t)ie cliwer their 
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attaehiQtBt and eDrnmanioB, aartij tiie mora 
acoeptable to bim ! " What onr huids fiad to 
do, we are to do vith our might." Our ma- 
tual attachment oagbt not to be cold or eqmvo- 
ce]. We oagbt to " love one aKOtber with & 
pure heart fervently." 

It is true, bad men bare availed Ihems^ves 
of this attacbment, this uni^ of the chnrcbes, 
to pmm«te their worldly designs^^or to grQ.tiff 
their base passitMis : bat io the anion we plead 
for, it woald be as mach tiie doty of Ute 
ohart^es, to watch against any 'tiui^ arbi- 
trary, either in ministers or people, as to oon- 
tribate aid in times of distress. Any arbttl«ry 
proceeding, tending to ani&vasion of ofaristfan 
liberty, wcmld draw forth some remoastranee, 
some protect, some resistance, wfaicb wonM 
serve to check the bsarpation. Letit be ftilly 
understood, that the CoDgregatioaaHst eontends 
as earnestly for the rigkt of every partlcalar 
church to manage its own fiflirirs, Ks Ae'Mriet- 
est Independent. And, were any synod oras- 
soubly to legislate, in any instaooe, for a par- 
tioalu <^nrch, and-attempt to impose tiidr 
law» by any penal sailotion, the Ccmgregation- 
altst, aticordfng to bis declared principtes, 
. wonld protest againtit the proo«edkig. Herein 
he dlSbrs from^ the Pretbytetian, who oonsiders 
a ^presbytery or synod to have anthority over 
-every iadivldnal menbdr of the particolar 
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churches within their bonnds. Hence, aa act 
of these aasemblies ia as bindiag on the indi* 
vidua], as the act of a particntar chnrcb : — nay 
more, becaose of the greater authority. A 
charch, according to the Independent and the 
Congregationalist, hath power over every one 
of its members to retain or to cast ,out. Free- 
bytery trauafers this same power to a repre- 
sentative court of review, composed (^ , the 
pastors and elders of several congregations : 
nor does it allow of the actual exercise of this 
power by any particolar charch in its members, 
but only in its officers. 

. From this view of the difTerent systems, it 
appears, that tbe Presbyterian and the Inde- 
pendent, properly so called, are at greata- ex- 
tremes, than tbe Congregationalist is from 
either : and, to speak in dialectic phrase, if a 
middU t^rm be wanted to join these extremes, 
it is to be found in the Congr^Uional system. 
Which woidd be the more diffiettit task of the 
two, to persuade the Presbyterian to admit tbe 
voice of the people in their own aHairs, whether 
jn a particular charch, or is a lo^al aasociation ; 
or^ to convince tbe Independent of tbe pro- 
priety of loteal associations of ministers and 
cburches,. for tiie pai^>oae of appeal aifd inquiry, 
as well as for the spread of the gospel ; it 
would be invidiooB to determine: .yet. there is 
-HOBething n^pre plansible, 1 coi^eM, iv . the 
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objeotiou of the lodepOBdait than of ^te 
otb«r; and there i^itl remain, I fear, on bh 
miad, e^r §31 we have sud, a strong jealovsy 
against Uiat local s^Mfintendenoe whieh we 
advocate. He dreads the introdnetion of ao; 
anthorlty whatever itrto snch an associfttioa. 
He can see nothing' bat the inquUitorial and 
thejMi^ power, in the very mention of the- 
wwd authority ,- eapeciatly in tiie present case. 
We respect this sensitiTe feeGng in favour of 
the liberty of individnal ofanrches : at the same 
time we wonld »ngge«t, that it may be tndnlged 
to an exoess, very injnrions to tiie tme interest 
of cburcheit and the gospel of Christ, and m 
ofq>o«tioB to his will. If it be admitted, as I 
think it mast be, that a local associatimi of 
chnn^es of some kind is scriptmnl, then it 
must follow that in sn<^ an aseociation, some- 
thing mutt be done for the common bene- 
fit. That whieh la done for the common bene- 
fit, by the parties themselves interested, must 
certainly carry with it some kind of aathority. 
Is off religions anfhority papal, uid- arbitnuy, 
and iBi]nisit4»iaH Surdy a particniar cfanrch 
has some kind of aathority. It may elect its' 
own officers and members, or exclude them. 
In doing Bo it esercises authority. Is this an- 
thority of necessity offensive ? Again, there is 
a certain authority attached to tbe ministMitl 
office : is this necessarily tyrannic^ ? Aad 
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why may there not be a certain kind of antlitH 
rity possessed by a& association of cbnrclieB, 
(including of oonrse'their elders,) whidi is not 
of an offensive and JDJurioas oatnreT 

There are cases both.(^ appeal and inqninr 
among cborches, wbich loudly call for the inters 
position of those who may be best qoalified lo 
judge between the parties, and who will f«el a 
brotherly interest in their aGbirs. The wb»le 
analogy of the New Testament, as well as the 
particular precepts and examples oconrring 
therein, warrants this proceeding. If so, an 
appeal or inqniry mnst, of coarse, carry 
with it some kind of authority in the parties 
appealed to, or making the inqniry. Let as 
not start at the spectre of our own imagination. 
The word authority may be innoo«it or offm- 
sive, according to the nature of the tKiog 44H-' 
which it stands. Is there not, besiide thaan- 
thority which is lordly, overbeariag, and arbh 
trary, the authority of wisdom and knowledge, 
tii prudence and experience, of holiness, and 
love, and good-will? In these representsftifes 
of the divine nature, especially when accumtf- 
lated and concentrated' in an aseemblage of 
good men, who give, by their nnifonn conduct, 
a pledge of their desire and endeanHir to fao-^ 
oonr and glorify God and his Son, there "is 
something reverend and impressife, as weH aa 
lovely and attractive. To saoh an Bntfaority, I . 
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thuak, a christian may bow, in all thingg lawful, 
witlioiit detrastiog; any thing from the duty 
which he owes to the Lord Christ, as " bead 
over all things to the church :" on the conft^ry, 
in so doing he may be honouring his Saviour, 
in thus respecting the advice or the decision of 
the eminent servants of the Lord. And I 
should almost fear, the mind which revolts at 
skgA Eui authority, and refuses to abide by its 
deoisiomt, would be equally iasnbordiiwte to 
uy kind of church authority whatever. 
. Bat, after all, the strict Independent will in* 
sist upon it, that not even such an anthortty, 
good as it may in itself be, has any right to in- 
teriere in any case of church-discipline. Then 
it follows, of course, that no case will ever 
occur in a puticnlar church, wherein disputes 
cannot be settled within itself; — none, wherein 
false teachers and bad men are suffered to 
floarish without rebuke, to the great scandal of 
religion, the corruption of the flock of Christ, 
and the sore grief of pious men. But such is 
not the fact. Many such cases, alas, do con* 
tinoaUy arise ; and the more, we presttme, for 
want of some power of appeal or inquiry. Are 
disputes then for ever to r«nain unsettled ! 
Are cborohes to be rent and torn asunder by 
factions and divisions, withont any friendly 
power to interpose its healing aid t Must 
•bnrehes be lefl to languish, and decay, and 
P 3 
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die for vvuit of BeighboBrl| solace and sapperti 
Shan BAfty and deugniag mtn triuinph b Am 
sedaaXifios of the yonag, the single, and thm 
onwary, withoat fear of aay Uitd and anitod 
voice of Eeprobatioo aad rebuke ? Alaa, then, 
for oar Meant Ziaa ! Alas, for tjie fold «f 
Cbrist, ID the latter days, wbva " ini^uty shall 
abound, and the love of manjs ahall wax oold !" 
All ! why did tiie apoiUes and the evang^rta 
die, and abandon the (^wchas to the iavaaitHM 
of difiturdec and corraption, berfrft of tbew local 
■apariatendence, their pareatal. tendeniQu aad 
soli<»tade, their proflipt aad Autfafnl i^e^a«> 
tion! Well might we, vithithe Prophet, wiah 
that oar " head wece waters, uid «w eyes, a 
foust^ of tears, that ire aught veep di^ and 
night" oyer the icreme^able dissensioas and 
oocri^itioBs. of the olwrolMa, if the Lead Jaaoa 
has. provided no sahstitirte ia» apoataUo oas*I 
Did we. not kap« of a beUer resaaroe, em of 
divine, and n«t of hnma« expedieoae, m 
might embrace dii»oe«an cquaoop*^^, or p^ial 
asthority, and sappose, th»t what it waaited oi 
gfwpel parity ud ainqilioity, was made op kf 
veowable antiqaity.. Bat there is Abetter smi- 
ceuim v£ the ^ibstlea. The ohniches, aoooNU 
ing to tbmr fionv*Di«iiOe of JtilaatioB, aM pot 
nnder eaoh otlnr's care. Sach is hia."- brathai'a 
peeper." Mutoal vigilance and wtpport ar« 
m«4e the dnt^. of idl. l^y are to be mited by 
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« strong', indisiolnble boed of fmitb and hne. 
Bven dnrhig theapMd«s' daya, ud ander tfaeir 
»Bpmnteiidebce and direction, tibis eloae, risi'- 
b)e Mni^ was obnrished and matttred ; of wbich 
ire baie a ronarkable inalance in tbe ease of 
appeal, already cmimeated on, in the a^r 
bvtweea tbe chnrcties of Antiocb, -Syria, Gili- 
oia, and Jemsdem. Happily, tberefere, and 
we DDgbt to acknowledge it whb devout and 
flN^eat gratitade, the ohnreh is not 1^ widioat 
rssonrce in similar emea ;~-i8 nat, in these 
tvmote ages, p(»ced i« more disadTantag^oos 
oireamstMices for its prosperity, than in tbe 
days Af Ae apoatJev, and the evangelists, and 
the gifted Mints 1 

Let it be well observed, that the |;0BpeI 
admits the great principles of emidation and 
■Amu, asd gives tbeai a most active operation, 
not only in the breasts of isdividoals, pefseni^y 
and singly consid««d, bat ^so in ti>e cbnrobce 
«f Ctwist, as standing related to each otbef. 
TbeSe principle* are inonlcated by oar Lord 
Christ binuetf, when he says ; " Whosoever 
sbaU break one of these least ooanmandmeuti, 
•■d sball teanfa men so, he sbaU be o^ed the 
laatt in tin kingdom of heaven : bat «^osoerer 
ehall do and teacb tiieu, the same shall be 
eaUed yrtat in tbe kingdom of be«Ten."* 
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Again, if the offender " will not liear ^i» 
charcb, let him be to tbee as a heathen nute 
and a publicaD."" The apostles^ imbibing; theee 
lessons, apply tbem to the chnrohea in a collec- 
tive oapacitjr. " What 'u it," says Paol to the 
Corinthians, " wherein yon were inferior to' 
other churches, except it be, that, I myself VH 
not bordensome to yon?"+ Again ; " We ,are 
iKHind to thank Qod always for yon, brethr«i, 
as it is meet, because that year faith gr e wafe 
exceedingly, and the charity of every one -of 
yon all toward each other abonndeth : so that 
we onrsdves glmy in you in the ohnrohes of 
God, for your patience and fiiilh in all yoor 
persecutions and tribulations that ye eHdore."§ 
■In the matter of the general contributien to-the 
poor swnts at Jerusalem, the Apostle, with con- 
summate address, plies the operation of dwse 
two powerful principles of our nature, by bring- 
ing the churches of two separate, bnt neigb- 
bonring districts, Achaia and Macedonia, to 
bear nptm each other. Thns he writes to those 
of Achaia: " Show ye to them, (the messen- 
gers of the churches,) and before the chnrefaes, 
the proof of your love, and of our boastng Ml 
your behalf: for, as touching the ministering to 
the saints, it is sup^uous for me to write to 
you ; for I know d>« forwardness of your mind, 

■ Matt. (viii. 17. t 3 Cor. Kti. II. f 9 Tbeti. i. t, 4. 
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for wUch I boMt of yon to tinaa of Macedonia, 
tiuA Achaia was ready a year ago ; and your 
Eeal batfa provoked very many. Yet ha?e I 
«ent the brethren, le«t oar boasting of yon 
^oold be vaia in this bebidf ; that, as I said, 
ye may be ready : lest, baply, if ttiey of Mace' 
doDJa oome with me, aad find you unprepared, 
we (that we say not, ye) should be tuhamed in 
tkis same confid«it boa^tiag."* Upon the 
same principle t^e Apostle works, when he says 
to the HiessBloDians ; " Now we command 
you, brethren, in the name of onr Lord Jesus 
Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every 
brother tbat walketh disorderly, and not after 
the tradition' witieh he received of ns." — And 
if any thfui obey not onr wvrd by this epistle, 
note that' man, and have no company with him, 
that he may be ashamed : yet count him not as 
an enemy, but admonish bim as a broUier."i- 

This dten is the kind of forc0, which onr 
Lord has given his ohurcfa for its parity and 
-edification : and an associsrtiou of chnrches, 
using this force lawfallj, for the common good, 
is snrriy not to 1>e cried down, as asanming an 
uusoriptoral and injurioos authority over the 
lib«ty of tbe hretbrco. 

Let it l>e remmbered, it is an associa- 
tion OP CHURCHES we plead for, not an as- 

• I Cor. via. M. ix. 1, 4. t2 Then. tiL'O, 14, IS. 
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fOfiialiMkof ■unrtcM only. Thia4i«tiattliou, if . 
well considered, will be foaod to MalraliM 
every ratiooal objeetum ; fbr. by its very een^ 
ttitntioD, no principle eau be sdmitted into 
$aph an wsooiaticin, wkidt ia not adnitted ui 
every-individnal chnrcb. Ia Booh w auouatioM 
every individnal memhec luu, or nay bavsr a 
voioe> Of eoorae, it ahovld be tfae care of tbe 
fbnrcbae to exclude parties, and iBtr^nei, and 
secret oahiils, Saeb things, frew tbe impar* 
fiectiotiB of ^od men. do gaia adnittdaoe inil* 
the heat institaitioBs,-— yea, even, into those di- 
vinely crastitntad. It is «a aotudaat inaepa- 
rable ttoia this nixAd rmI iatpars slate «( 
hiing: pcTfeotfree<)on&«nit«mheez^e(4ed 
aaly in " the geaend^ aitaaiUyi osd ohoroh 
af tbe first'^va ia liaavan," liv ene, tbaae 
fere, we shaM hope, w^ Biffu agataat the tmm 
of a geiad tbiag, aapeoiaUy if eonptoral, fraat 
ike abate to vhi«h it ia Uable : otherTtse we 
must givel op charcb-£eUowshipiakogatber. 

The privieiple »f MMCutioB, being enea e»> 
tablisbed «• acriptoial groand, the datail ef ita 
applioatioii wUl ivJUow aa a nattar:o£ pradeoee 
md fiape^enay. Th» oIiIm^' doiwandiag tbe 
attention of the auooiiUcd oh wthaa wosU n*- 
tnratljf be the foltowiag'iw- 

1. Tbe parity of tbe chnrcbei in jaith, erd«. 

Mid IBDMUty. 
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i. Tke peace and proapdrity of the chordMa 



3. The pnril; and eMupetaiojr of the ibuiu* 
terial diwBoter. 

4. A (HToviflion for tiie sacccsaimi ot the wi* 
■utry. 

&. The relief of aged and infrm minlMen, 
with their widows and children. 

Q. The spread of the gospel at home and 
abcoad, and espetdidly in their own Ticinitj. 
CwsntiAwafiw. 

Some of these «A>i0ota, it is aekoowledged, 
are -liberaUy provided &ri> varioas places; 
bat we safaait, that, w«n the ohorehM to 
adopt thflm .as tbei« own, and not ieare then 
to the preoariooB eSbrts ef indiTkhiBls, H wokU 
not only be more primitive and scdptoral, bnt 
reaUy more edbotive. We are woi indnlging in 
reverie and oorioaa qwcul^on, nor (wopioeing 
a novelty altegrther dalmnia and airivied. C«»- 
gregalionalisni, we serionsly brieve to be the 
fonn of oharch-govemtnent ponttrayed in tte 
New Testament; and it was the ayateai aetedam 
with aaocess by on levered anoeitan. It amf 
be partially boHeved and praetiaed amcng •«*• 
sdves; bnt for die benefit of the otBuefaea. and 
the ^ory of onr Ucsaod Savioar Mtd Lard, Jeans 
Christ, my earnest derire is to sea it fnUy re- 
vived and carried into active and asteMve 
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operation; 'Hies the cfanrches, being " fttly 
joined together, and compacted- by that 'wbiok 
every joint gapplietk, according to tbe efTeotnal 
working in the measure of every part, would 
make increase of the body unto the edifying of 
itself in love." The hands of godly miniatera 
would be supported, while bad ministers, and 
bad members, would tremble. " The sinners io 
Zion would be afraid ; fenfutness would sur- 
prise the hypocrites." The too soccessfat 
maxim of Satan's policy, dhiele et impera, 
divide and conquer, would be rendered aselees ; 
and our Lord's command, that we should alt be 
one, wonk) then be deligfa^Ily accomplished. 
Thus would the mootlis of'eu^Bies lie shut, 
aDdithe'wo>rld<coiiviaoed"oi> the 4rnh and ek-^ 
oeUmce of our holy religion. ' 

Sioice orthodox, unestaUished Preibylery, 
Congregationalism, and Independescy, staod so 
closely related to each other'; — approximate to 
otte another in so many important poiqts; and 
are each' of so much Rsmericcd AOnsequenoe in 
the religtoufi world ; how happy fa«. themselves 
and the worid, were they tounite,- oAce more, 
on some ^ocfa scriptural basis' as that now laid 
down! And wliat really «tandB'i]n>Uie:way7 
What itnpedimeHt to onioii il6w exists, whloh 
idid not, wbeo these parties^baUi i n fii^Ufl tmd 
America, concetted sonetinD^.to enb othiOr, aftd 
akbak brads over Ibeir mmoi differerfocs i . 
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Let us bat cherish a spirit of conciliation, 
and difSctiltiea, which appeared insurmounta- 
ble, will gradually give way. Dr. Cotton Ma- 
ther, addressing bis Presbyterian brethren on 
the sulgect of union, sajs; " Such and so 
hath l>een our platfonn of chnrch-discipline. 
If our brethren of the Presbyterian persuasion 
be still uneasy in any article of it, let these 
things be offered for a close : — 

" First. The Presbyterian ministers of this 
country do &nd it no diffioalty to practise the 
substance of it in and with their several con- 
gregations ; and when it c<mieB to the^roc(tc«, 
they do not find so much of difficulty as at 6rBt 
appeared in the notion. 

, "iSecondfy. The reverend persons of thePres- 
byterian way, who wrote the /»« Diviuam Mi- 
nisterU Evangelici, as long since as the year 
16M, declared, ' As we agree wholly in tbe 
same confession of faith, so we agree in many 
things of greatest concernment in the matters of 
ckurch-ditcgtUne. And those things wherein 
we differ are not of such consequence as to 
cause a schism between ns, either in loorship, 
or in love and affection. Onr debates are (as it 
was said of the disputes of ike ancient fathers, 
one with another, about lesser differences)' net 
eotUantUnus, but coUationes. We can tmly 
say, as^ onr brethren do is their preface, ' tiiat 
it is far from ns so to tUtest the diicipUne of 
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Chrtet, as to delmt the diteipUt of Christ; 'so 
to contest for the seunlen ooat of Obnit, as to 
audty the living members of Christ ; so to di- 
vide oarerivM about cbarch-oommanioo, as, 
titrou^ brascbes, to opeD a wide gap for a d»< 
lage of anticbristian and pro&ne malignity, to 
swallow op both oharcli and civil state.' 

'-' Tltirdfy. The brethren t^lbe PrB$hyterian 
way in England are latMy come nnto sach a 
happy nnioB vitii those of the congregational, 
Aat M farmer names of diatiootion are now 
swi^owvd np in that blessed one, of ututed brt- 
tkrin. And now, partly, baoanse one of New 
England, via. Mr. Increase Mather, then resi- 
dent at Iiondon, was very singularly inttm- 
mental in effisotiag of that snios ; bat in more, 
beoanseAat onion hath been for many hutrt*, 
—yea, many dsowb of years, «[«mpliSed in 
the dinrcbes o£ NewMEngfauid." 

With t^ese tnota and preoedents baftpre car 
•yes, we may, wi^ some eonfidenoe, ask, — 
What now hinders the wuoo of the Independ- 
ents and CongregatxoMJisIs in England and 
Wales, Scotland, Irelaml, *ad AmericM, witii 
Am befiMe-aMned Presbytnians in these conn- 
triea? Haw gionons an aduevemekt wmild it 
be^ to BHik far ever iats oUnion the separatiiig 
aames of Fresbytahoo, and Independent, a«d 
OoagregatioBalist, (and, wonld Ui God, masy 
•than,) is the ooantoen thle of tJu atttcitU 
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trnwIoMMM eliurchf,r-0T, soraeotfaer, ev«a 
Iwsspeuflc! Bat lately, the wunwof Air$rA«- 
and Anti-Burgher, two Scottish demons of 
discord, have been " cast as a stoee into the 
depths of the sea," we hope, to rise no uorel 
A. ifiitit of union now breathes throogh the 
taligioiis world in the glorioos eSoita made ta 
enlighten and evangelise the nations, Th« 
principles of general contnonion among ChiW 
tians have been most ably eetabUshed, both Id 
the old and the new world, by eniaent divines, 
the ornament <^ the ago. Attempts at. mity 
have been made in some plaoea, which, tlmi^ 
perht^s from necessity, imperfect, and, thpiif^ 
ttiey have been frowned upon, or ridionlad, yti 
we must be allowed to hopc^ will grow into a 
nature and attmctive form; aad prove tfaa 
jureonrsors and guidea of the8e.w|io afaall be- 
come coDvisced, like their piooMtecs, of 4w 
duty wid advantage of a doKV oompaet aaaec 
cialioB of brothers imd friends. 

It is not necessary that there shoidd be one 
fpMmd sinwltaneona movcprastt. I^ thoee 
chvrohot which are oaavjoeed of: the dnljr of 
' nutting £h: the pwrpoaes propMcd, begin the 
ActofoiHOB: if ijiready waited,. Irt themeonsi' 
der whedwr they are as deasly/unitad as they 
ofvght to-be, or wiiQtber their MHoa isaseAc^ 
t)v« aaJi^e great:H«ad of ibv Gknrch utondsi 
T^' «H(ies.of BHO« worid thna eMtisB^ji 
. awMe^ Wtli exJfiod. »Qdu ai moat: afufitt ftaM 
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weald exhibit that rare and delighlliil speota- 
ole, — " (he unity of the spirit, and the bond of 
peace." ■ ■ 

'- The greet canon of aniverstd christiui com- 
manion, now made to appear in its native 
brillianoe and pure simplira^, is, that nojk 
ah&uld be excluded wio appear to have eifH 
braced " the common tahaiion." Much could 
we wish that names, and sects, and parties, 
(honid fall; that the disciples should experience 
a new era in their history ; and that it shoold 
be recorded of them, that, at some certain 
plaee — (in Britain rather than elsewhere,) the 
disciples began, a second time, to be called 
CSRISTtANS. 

' Bat even in their best estate, in this world, 
doobtless there wonld be some differences of 
views and practice. - These might not be of 
snficient iaiportance to make a specific name 
aecessiury, — at least, not to give it any o^nsive 
and separating prominence. However, tiding 
(^ristiaes as tbey axe, and allowing them to 
bear their distinct names, end to practise tfaeir 
jieveral petaliarities, they might, by possilH- 
Hly, at tiie same time, maiatain CommaniOBi 
witli each other, and cu-opeFftte, so as to prt- 
aervb 'that nnity, wbith is redly consistent with 
diveni^. There mast first, indeed, be " a wil- 
ling mind," and "a right spirit;" bat, sap- 
pdiring the ebsfcbes oou^osed of 8Mmredite4 
GMstikfa, tliey might, I say, beMr Ait^tt 
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names, while they held communion, and en- 
joyed brotheriy love. One might bear the title 
Episcopalian, another Presbyterian, a third 
Independent, or Congregationai, a fourth Me- 
thodist, a fifth Baptist, a sixth Moravian, a 
seventh Quaker; and, if composed of such 
men as Fenelon and Leander Van £ss, an 
eighth might be denominated Catholic. Harsh 
and discordant as these sounds fall npon the 
ear, they might be made sabservient to the ge 
neral harmony of Christian love and sound doc- 
trine, in all the great essentials of our faitli. 

But I confess 1 am only speaking bypothe- 
tically ; for, so long as the passions, the preju- 
dices, cind the interests, of those who may, not- 
withstanding, be true Christians, shall continue 
to operate, such a fellowship as vre have sup- 
posed is, for the most part, impracticable. 
These lamentable barriers to Christian unity 
and concord, have, however, been of late giving- 
way ; the most unlooked-for coalitions have 
taken place; and God, in his infinile mercy, 
grant that our surprise, and delight, and grati- 
tude, at beholding these glorious revolutions in 
the christian worW, may never hav.e c&nse to 
subside ; — never, never, may tiiese happy 
changes cease, till all the family of Christ our 
Lord on earUi, be as closely, and, if possible, 
as visibly, united in heart and soul, aud lovely 
fellowship, as the blessed counterpart in the 
heavenly world ! 
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